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JUVENILE ANECDOTES. 



THE LITTLE PIII^iOSOFaES. 

JUiDWlN was a thoughtful child: from hi^ 
infancy, he loTcd to withdraw himself from 
his companions, and to seek amusement alone. 
In the summer season he delighted to find a 
shady bank, where he might indulge hjpa^lf 
at his ease, i.i\ observing tho direction- of the 
birds as they flew through the air, or in iiratch. 
ing the motions of the gold aqd silter fish as 
they glided along the fishpond in the garden^ 
Sometimes he would take pleasure in placing' 
himself at a small distance from a nest of 
young birds, and, with the utmost patience, 
watch the^other, as she was busied in col. 
Iccting food for her young. Her regularity 
in satisfying them exactly in their turns, 
though each thfust forward its ^taL^\w%\s^<c^\^S^ 
with equal eagerness, ^s\.oTivs\i^^ Vvbx% '^^^'^ 
couid he explain, to his ov?u ^^.VSa^^OCvoxi.^'^^^ 

TOX. IX, B 
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' mcatis by which she wsm eiabled to distingiitsh: 
them. Day after day, he would return to 
the same place, for the pleasure of reDfewisg 
his observations, till repeated experiments^ 
convinced him, ihiai al! animals are guided by 
the same aficction and skill in rearing their 
yottAg. As he h^ beea often toTd that they 
were not endued with reason, he was at a loss 
to' know wkat name to gire tHs universal 
principle, by which the different species sbfc 
directed to provide for their tender offspring. 
In a manner adapted to their several natures* 
At length he apfplied to his kind friend and 
counsellor,' Mr .St. Barbc, whojnformed him 
that it wa& called Instinct^ and was given 
thfsm by their Great Creator, instead of rea* 

*"8on, which is a' higher, and more extensive 
quality, and peculiar to man: that, hy virtue 
of this capacity, both large and small animals, 
CTen to the most minute insect, know what 
food to choose, and what to reject aaf'poisonoua 
or hurtful to them. That it enabled millions 
of birds^ of different kinds, to find their way 
across the wide ocean, when the season be* 
came too warm or too cold for them in one 

^ouatrjr^ aadJastrucUd tbcm to aesitcVi t«t 
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anotber w&ich was better calculated for their 
enjoyment. He related to him also many 
other wonderful particulars concerning this 
faculty^ which rather excited, than satisfied^ 
(the curiosity of Edwin. He determined ta 
observe more nicely tkan eVer, the propensi* ■ 
ties of all the animals within his reach, that 
lie might disco^rer, by his own attention, some 
of those surprising effects of which he had 
heard. One day, as he was wandering about 
a tnroip field, his. little dog Chloe sprang a 
corey of partridges, by running too near their 
Best : the young ones were scarcely old enough 
to escape from his pursuit. This was an op* 
{lortnniiy not to be resisted; he intended t^ 
Iry to catch one of them, th^t he might con« 
fine it, for the pu^po&e of knowing iis peculiar 
fiature more exactly; but whilst he was tak« 
ing means to effect his purpose^ he was sur. 
prised to see the old one run close by his feet, 
hopping along, as if she had received some in- 
jury, and was hardly able to walk, mi»ch less 
to fly.' Compa^ssion for her, withdrew hia at^ 
tention from the brood.:; \iii\\iW.V>DL«svV»^"W 

}ow Jieir, hoping Yie in\5\vt\i^ ^"^^ "^^ ^^'^'^"' 
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her; but what was his astonishment, upon 
pursuing her a good way, to see her rise in 
tlie air without difficulty, and fly out of sight 
in a minute ! He disturbed the covey a second 
time, and was again seduced from the young 
birds, by the pretended tameness of the old 
one; but he now perceived that it was an ar. 
tifice to draw him away from her nest, in or- 
der to preserve her young. This incident 
furnished his mind with matter for reflection 
for many days, till he was rouse^ from it by 
an observation, that equally called forth his 
admiration. -r A butterfly, of a reddijh.hue^ 
was sporting among the flowers ii^ his father'! 
garden; he endeavoured to catch it, with de« 
sign to present it to his sister; but 8u4deulj 
lie lost sight of it, nor could he think wl^t 
had become of it for some time, till at ll^lt h^ 
'spied it on the gravel walk. He attempted to 
seize it^ but in vain : it flew from ono part 
of the walk to another, but h« was unable to 
force it to change its situation. It continued 
to confine itself upon the gravel, till he dc. 
clined the pursuit, which he no sooner renew, 
ed^ than it returned to its favourite situatioi^. 
'Perplexed with a circumstance so unaccownt- 
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abl^9 he reclined upon a bench which was 
toear^ to consider the cause of it. He had no 
doubt that self-defence was the motiTc at the 
butterfly's choice^ but he was a long while 
before he could discover why Ac fio«ght pxor 
icction on the gravel walk, in preference to 
the grass plot;, but after attributing it to dif« 
ferent circumstances, a thought struck him, 
that instinct had taught the butterfly to seek 
ficcurity by alighting on a body, the colour of 
which approached to that of her wings. This 
led him to makts many aew dif covcries. lie 
found that the colour of most iiisects has 
an affinity to that of the plant upon whicl^ 
they feed, which is a considerable protection 
against the attacks of their enemies. Few 
q!\]ects, which fcH 4inder his notice, excited his 
wondi»r moru, than the growth of vegetables { 
it was a mystery that he could never ex plain , 
that the same clod of dark brown earth should 
produce the dissimilar tints pf the lily and the 
rose ; or that seeds so nearly equal in size as 
the acorn and thekidney-bean, should contalo. 
the embryo of plants so n«^ ^\^<iXvsoX **»» ^^ 
sturdy pak tree, awA iVvc s\e.^^«^^ 9,^«^^^ 
plant which proceeds ftom^e\^W»* 



6 Jur^nile Anecdoies^ 

spring he amused himself with sowing the see^s 
of annual flowers, and was delighted to ob- 
serye their daily progress. He would me^- 
8ure the height of some of them at noon, th^t 
he might ascertain how much they grew by 
the same hour jnext day ; but he was mortified 
to find their advance, though quick, was top 
gradual for his perception. The e^pansiou 
of the buds was a new object of obseryatiou 
and pleasure; and once he was particularly 
charmed at beholding the coral of a p^ssioT^« 
flower brow whilst he was looking at it: he 
had never seen any thing which pleased him 
so much before. In the evening he repeated 
his visit to this beautiful flower, which in the 
morning had unfolded its azure petals before 
him, and disclosed a circular ray of many 
colours^ crowned with a rich cross.; but, 
alas! these were no longer visible, the flower 
was closed, and Edwin returned with disap- 
pointment. The next day the reyiving warmth 
of the sun opened the passion-flower again, 
but at night it was once more closely shut up. 
This unexpected change led our young natu- 
, ra/js^ to inspect other flowers, many of which 
/j*^ perceived closed up their petals at t^e a^- 
>ro^c/i of nighty and bj that means siieUereeL 
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fke tender parts ^bioh pertain the seeds from 
^oisture and cold. This, and oth^r obseria*. 
|ion9 of the like A^t^rcji i^d^pcd hjta to tl&ak 
that regetable^ were endued with ^' kind of 
instinct^ though of an inferior degree, af 
"f^cll as s^niipals ; and led him to consider that 
erery part of nature is undeir the ipspedipi} 
and ^i^idance pf that Almighty Power by 
which thpy were created* This thought oq« 
cupied him f^equently^ and rendered him moj^ 
serious tha-n is common for boys of his ag^^ 
Mr. St. Barbe, whp ^as mei^tio^ed before, 
was an intimate visitor in the family, and 
particulajly attached to Edwiip, on account 
of the singularity of his character andi ^^^P^v^ 
sition. Very often he would condcscei^d to 
become the companion of his walks, and tp 
adapt his conyers^tiqn to his age, which wa$ 
now about ten. Si^ch subjects were intro. 
duced, and questions proposed, by this gen- 
tleman, as he thought likely to improyc his 
understanding and promote a love of virtue. 
In one of these excursions, they had been en- 
gaged on topics of a more serioii& ^o.^^^'^^f^ssev 
ordinary, which l\a4umtLteTv>5LOTi^'l>^'^^^ 
t9 «p€ak pf the Deity > asA ftVto^.«?K8^^ 
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ing proYtdence. Iti 6rder to hear what replf 
Edwin iiras capable of makhig, Mr. St. 6arbe 
said, ^ I will giiire you an orange, ii you ean 
tellme whereOod is.' Edwin looked thought- 
ful, was silent a few minutes, and then return* 
ed this extraordinary answer: ^Sir, I will 
give you two oranges, if you can tell me 
where he is not«' No child could have given 
8«c]i a reply, who had not fVequently meditate 
ed o« the works of creation, and perceived, 
by his observations;, that the hand of the all. 
wise Creator is visible in every object which 
natnrs presents. Parents ! be persuaded, that 
the iijrst and best volume of instruction, for 
your children, is that which is offered to 
thaup view in every green field : it is always 
apen to them, and easy of access'; and will 
assuredly repay their attention, by inspiring 
MA early spirit of piety and devotion/ 



THE Q009 DAUGIITEK. 

I 

lilTTLE Rachel wafs'only eight years of 
jr^e^ whesy one morning^' as she was slttm^ 
^ythe'parfour&te^ ctDs&siiig'herdoU^ A^via^ 
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startled by the entranee of three or four graff- 
looking fellows, who burst open the door in a 
very rude manner. As soon as they came in, 
her mother turned pale and trembled. ' They 
enquired for her father, whom they seized by 
the collar, the moment they found him. The 
terrified Rachel clung to h^jr mother's knee, 
and endeavoured to hide herself under her ' 
apron. A jety distressing scene followed, 
which the child did ^ot understand; but the 
^rst time she was with her mqther alone, 
she took the opportunity of enquiring what 
If as the matter, for she pl^nly perceived that 
something had happene(^ wbich occasioned 
great distfress in the family* |Ier mother, 
with tears in her eyes, told her, that they 
were ruined: that her father had Ipst alt his 
money, and would be turned out of l^is ^ouse; 
that those men were bailiffs, wjips^ office it 
was to carry people to prison, yirl^o could not 
pay what they owed^ Rachel, though so very 
young, wasfibleto comprehend, by th^ con^ 
versation, that her father was become poor, 
and was very sorry for his af&ictiow. Vovi^r^^s^ % 
she was soon amused viViXi V«.x \fc2^i^->e^^^'3« 

fmd playthings, aad {ot^ot>ct V^^^^^^ ^ 



Juvenile Anecdotes^ 

Mcnt. A few days afterwards, her aunt 
idl}' came to make an oD'cr of relieving her 
h(ir and mother of the bur tlicH of bringing 
r ap, by taking her home to live with her. 
leir distressed circumstances would not suf. 
* them to reject this proposal, though 
?y felt great reluctance to part with their 
rling child. Whefi the time eame for her 
leave them, and the carriage was at the 
or, which was to convey her to her aunt's, 
: ran up to her father, and kissed him, and 
the same time, sliding a sixp^ence into hit 
nd, said: ^My dear papa, do'take this: it 
all I have in the world.* The innocent 
opHcity of the action, and the tcmderness 
pressed by it, overcame the fortitude of her 
Tents, who had resolved to suppress theii* 
slings at parting with her. They caressed 
r by turns, and moistened her with tears 
lidh they could no^longer restrain*^ Ami* 
le child! may the same sensibility and af. 
ciion accompany thee through life: they 
ill afford thee many pleasures,- which the 
lOsh cannot know ; though they may cause 
^esomctctLrSf which the unfeeling; may e«vy^ 
cam never enjoy\ 
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THE GRATEFUL SCHOOLFELLOW. 

JLALEBEARING is an odious fault, and 
generally renders those who are guilty of it, 
not only disliked, but despised. But there 
is a proper distinction to be made betweea 
the tattler, who repeats erery inodyertcnt 
action^ with a malicious design to make mis. 
chief; and tj^boy of true conrage, who 
dares appeal, in fp^open manner, to his roas^. 
ter, at the^ns]^ ot being scofled at by his 
companions for a tell-tale^ when he sees the 
weak oppressed b^the strong, and is unable to 
redr^s the injury. The four sons of Mr. 
Milton were sent to a l^rge school, in which 
were boys of all ages. It frequently happens 
at such schools, that the bigger boys impose 
npon the younger ones ; employing them in 
their errands, and makings them, what they 
call fags: a treatment to which they are 
obliged to submit, till they become old enoagh 
to assert their own independence, and tyran* 
nise in their turn. In these numesQ^^OL^ %^9sx« 
naries, friendships aTe\iWeNq\&«ft\ot\aft.^^H4Vv^ 
are maintained with * ^wmXXsL Ql^ ^"w:>^*^^ 
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and arc productive of instances of generosity, 
worthy of a more advanced age. Similarity 
of taste and disposition united the Miltons in 
a close intimacy with a boy of the name of 
Danvers. He might be said to be of the mid. . 
die order, with respect to age: he neither 
ranked with those who were called little 
ones, nor did he presume to consider himself 
upoa a par with the leaders of the school. 
The partiality of their sons introduced him to 
the notice of Mr. and Mirs. Milton, from 
whom he had received many testimonies of re« 
gard. With a design to gratify their children, 
especially Roland, the youngest, who was 
particularly attached to Danvers, they some- 
times invited him to pass part of the holidays 
at their house : on other occasions, they would 
send him a rich cake, or increase his stook of 
pocket-money by a psesent. The heart of 
Danvers was too grateful not to feel the va* 
lue of these favours, and he rcttrhed them, 
by the only means in his power'— an increase 
if attachment towards their sons. In every 
ontest he sided with the Miltons, and fought 
an^ a battle in their defence ; ^ut one day 
vcAfM an ^Btagoniat who jc^ above b!kk 
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match. As he was hastily passtirg across the 
play -ground, he was stopped by the cries of 
his young friend Roland, suffering from the 
cruel b«haTiour of one of the great boys, who 
was hated as the tyrant of the school. . Dan. 
vers, perceiving that his oppressor used him 
excessiyely ill, by beatings kicking, andshoT* 
ing him about, enquired what was the cause 
of such treatment ^ What is that to you?* 
replied Fletcher; ^mind your own business^ 
or I will presently teach you the consequences 
of interfering in what does not concern you.* 
Danycrs expostulated, and endearourcd to 
convince him of the injustice and meanness 
of tyrannising over those who are unable to 
avenge themselves. But it was vain to argue 
with one who was deaf to remonstrance, and 
he was conscious that he was no match in 
strength with Fletcher, who was as power- 
ful! as he was cruel and ill-natured ; therefore, 
he went directly to Dr. Stephenson, his mas« 
ter, and related the transaction. The doctor 
sent for Fletcher, and reprimanded him se* 
verely for fighting, but more especially iox. 
his dastardly conduct m\i«aAMi%^^^^^'^^'*'' 
rox. II. Q 
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years of age: ^Had you possessed true con* 
rage,' continued the Doctor, ^ you Would have 
scorned to have abused an adversary so un- 
able to oppose you. Retire into tlie school- 
room, till you hare loarnt* a double portion 
of Latin Terse, to th^ wMch I usually impose, 
for infringing the rule made against fighting. 
Fletcher withdrew^ with a sulky countenance, 
expressiyeof the revenge he meditated; for 
his haughty spirit could not brook the roor. 
tification of being punished upon the accus. 
ation of another. But to undergo a double 
penance^ from the report of an inferior^ was 
insufferable ; he was, therefore, no sooner re- 
leased, than he collected ali^ the boys of his 
age and class, and related the affair to. them 
in such alight, as made Danf ers appear like 
a mean telUtale, whom it was their common 
interest to chastise. In consequence of this 
misrepredcntation, they agreed to seisee poor 
Stanrers,^ the first opportunity, and satiate 
their revenge upoiji him. Dahvers sustained 
their blows with manly resolution, calling; 
out, whilst under their han'Ss, ^ I scora to 
leU tales for my owtt sake, however ill used 
J'majr bej bat now I suffer in defence oi m^ 
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fnend, and for tbe gratitude I ow;e to my 
benefactors, Mr. and Mrs* Miltod, therefore 
jou may beat me is mucli^ and a» long, bt 
you please.' 



THE BLACK BOOK. 

JIeWARDS foF dohig ngbty andpniiiih. 

»■ 

ijoents for doing wrongs should be dtstribtitad 
with great justice and impartiality. In dtf^ 
ferent schools there are different modes of 
ifdgiilatiiig the behaTiour of the pvpib, ac^ 
cording to the inclination of those ivho ipm 
▼ern them* A l>etter plaft can acarcely 6« , 
adopted tiiaa that of the school Where thi 
IVUltoBs wanty whom I naiaed in my last storyi 
Dr. Stephensoa formed a code of .tews^ ag 
they might properly be eaUed, enjcrining cer* 
taiii penalties for certain fuilts, which gave 
.every boy an opportunity of knowiiig the 
consequences of disobedience, beforiBi h# 
committed the act. Most of these penalties 
consisted in tasks to be kasYwwW^ ^^»ss^.^ 
for each of which a sUl^di ^xs^e. -w%s» '^i^^^**'- 
1/ tjliese tasks were ii«sf>ftcVft^ ^^ ^°^ 
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hy the appointed day, anincrease of punish- 
ment was incurred: but, as it was impos- 
sible, from the multiplicity of offences, 
to remember the exact time when ererj 
boy was guilty of a fault, many would doubt- 
less hare escaped all punishment, who deserv- 
ed it as much as those who suffered, had there 
not been a book kept, called the Imposition 
Book, in which a daily account was entered 
of the offences committed, and of the tasks 
imposed, by which it was easy to ascertain 
the time when each delinquent ought to be 
able t9 repeat his task* As an emblem of iti 
melancholy office, this book was bound in 
black leather, and deposited under lock and 
key, in Dr. Stephenson's own desk ; which 
was a necessary precaution, as he had pro- 
mused, that if ever it should be lost or missing, 
an act of grace should follow, and. all punish- 
ments which were due should be forgiven. 
Such special care being taken for its preserr. 
adon, there were but little hopes that this 
happy day could ever arrive; but sometimen 
the very thing which is least expected^ hap. 
j>ens^ as was the case with this dismal book. ' 
CAsrJms Stephenson was about eleven yeaxi 



^ Founded on Fatis* 17 

old, and of the most amiable dispo!^don'? hH 
food t^mper^ and desire of i^endevitfg others 
happj, made him the darling of the school. 
Whatever iadnlgencles he was gratited') whei 
iher cakes, fruit, or liberty ,l his &rst <^re wad 
to share it with others; for he had no sense 
of ei^ojment which centered in hims^f. Dr. 
and Mrs. Stephenson loved him with* more 
than usual atfection, for which they might be 
well -excused, since his happy tttrn of mind 
endeared him to all who knew him. This pro- 
mising child fell sick of a fever; the physician 
pronounced him in great danger, and urged 
the necessity. of his taking the medicines which 
they had ordered, regularly,, as his recovery 
depended much upon it. Poor Charles was 
in an uncomfortable situation, his stomach 
loathed the nicest food, and the draught was 
very nauseous : his resolution faUed, and he 
refused to swallow it. Ilis mother entreated 
him,, and even wept at the bedside, bnt with* 
out success. After every effort had been 
:rainly tried^ his f[ithe^ was called. ^My 
dear Charles," said he, ^ I as^ wovJcX^a ^ "^^^a. 
difficjiKy yo« feel to «>m>p\yNq\Vyi^\&i^^«''^'^^^ 

* • 

« 3 
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ward or indalgence which I can bestow^ a« 
the price of your compliance^ and it shall be 
granted.^ , Such an unlimited offer would hare 
tempted many boy a to have procured some 
gratification for themseiyes; but Gharlei 
Stephenson, after a moment's reflection, said, 
^ Give me the cap, and burn the Imposition 
Book, and I will drink up the draught with, 
ont hesitation.' It had a happy effect, 
Charles recovered, and the first day that he 
was well enough to play among the boys, the 
destruction of the black book was commemo. 
rated by a holiday, ^i^hichall enjoyed, but 
none so completely, as he who had procured 
this festivity, by preferring the happiness of 
others to his own. 



THE FORE HOUSE OF THE TEAM. 

SEVERAL children were at play, one fine 
summer's morning, in the pleasurc-groundr 
of Mr. Marchmont. One amusement sue. 
cecded another: they flew a kite^ played at 
p'aepioi/^. ran races^ and. tossed balls; each 
^jff^i tired j^ its, turn, aad was l^Wo^taAi V| 
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tDOtlier, wibicb wa^ prefearred chiefly on ac* 
caunt of its noTdty .. : After rartous proposaii, 
U was agreed to abdiulon their former diTci%. 
aioDSy for drawing a large waggon, which be* ' 
longed to the eldest of Mr. Marchmoat^ 
sons. The waggon was produced, .and the 
harness adjusted, bu.t when they came to 
pAiT themselves for horses, a disupte arose^ 
who should be the fore horse of the team* 
Every one coveted this e^iinent station: one 
. only could enjoy it* Several schemes of ac- 
commodation were proposed, all of which, 
were for a time rejected; for none was will- 
ing to yield this distinction to his compa- 
xiions. Aftei' much persuasion, the little 
company .consented to enjoy the privilege by^ 
turns, and by this condescension, good hu-t 
mour and harn^ony were restored amongst 
them. They were almost ready to set off,* 
before ,they perceived that Harry Wyndham 
had slid away in tht sulks, behind a laurel 
^ee, in ordet to e^q^pe observation. . Upoa 
drawing .hint from his hiding place, and eoh 
i|uiriug the: cause of his discontentii he d4^ 
clared'that he WQuld^tiot 'i^Va.^ ^V. ib2\^ xssi^«*fc 
to were «iIo^ecLto-^il^tox^^«*^'^^^ 
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taj of tii9 rest. It could not be expected 
tbat tiio9« wbo were older tlun he, would 
give uptiie superiority of theif claim to fiicli^ 
an unreasonably request. £xpo8taiatiou was 
fruitless : he obstinately adhered to his reso-^ 
hitioa of being first, or n«>thing. At length: 
his playfellows, wearied with his penrerseness, 
l^t him in the- quiet possession of his retired 
^omery to reflect upon his own folly, whilst 
they pursued their diycrsion with all the glee 
that healthy innocence, and cheerfulness iiu 
9pire« In the midst of their sport, Mr, March, 
mont came intq the garden, and turned up 
.the very walk through which they woro 
drawing the waggon. This happy party im^ 
mediately attracted his obserration. ^ I am 
pleased to see you so agreeably amused,' said 
he; ^ but what have you done with Harry 
Wyndham ?' * Ho is affronted, papa,' replied 
Louis Marchmont, ^ and as he would not yield 
to reason^ we have left him by himself till he 
reoof^cr his temper, and is willing to play 
upon « par witfa< the rest;' After having 
heard' th« story, Mr% ManAmont approved 
iiwiir ^TAoduot**: <It willJteaeh him a lesson^* 
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wluile of bis life-; for should he continne to 
ooTet tho first place, and determine nerer to 
acknowledge a superior, he must be unhappy ;. 
ag, whatever may be the talents or good for. 
tnneof any man, his success will be very ex. 
troordinary ■ indeed, who surpasses all his 
coinjietitdrs.' ■ ^ 



TUE LINNEt. 



vf N£ afternoon,, as three children-'^weroat 
play in a mesidow', behind their fath^rHi'hoii8€9 
diey found a young linnet lying on the gronud. 
Detigfated with the treasure^ 'each ^oC th^sdn 
was desiroi^s of claiming It^ and a disput^' hat 
like to have arisen about the right of pKisses*- 
sion; but as they were very affectionate: to*- 
wards one another, the contest waff preseiitlyt 
setOed, and the younger ones yielded up the! 
prize, by mutual consent, to. their elder sister,/ 
who took it in her hand, and ran in hastily 
to show her mamma what they had- found. 
fDoar mamma,' >said she,, ^see! I have got ai 
little bird: he lay wpon tlie ^t^%^^ ^ias^vBs%^s» • 
breathy and as. there. -was uo ox\fe Xo V^^^ 
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of hutty I'took him np, and i^fi nurse luQir 
with the ienderest attention ; tod, if I can but, 
prei^aB with 70a to allow me to keep hiaiy^ 
wiH make him as happ j as if he were with his 
BiQther/«r*^ I fear that is impymsible,' replied 
Jicr mamma^ ^ but as I suppose he has acciden^i' 
tally dropped out of some nest, and must be; 
starred, unless we take compassion on him, 
I shall break through my general rule, against 
keeping birds in a state of cg^nfii^emeut, and 
. consent to your request, upon condition, that 
yoa^da ao4 tomtit him from a false idea of 
kindnasB, but suffer him. to be managed pro* 
perly^ without meddling with him^o often.* 
Myna ^iomised to comply witk her mamma^ft 
^intctifmB \m every particular. She was now 
ordmred to ask one of the lerrants to seek far 
a cage to put him in. ^ Here is a cage, manu 
Bia,' said Myra, ^ but the bottom is too hardi^ 
for my poor bird to lie upon. What can I 
CQtttii¥/B to put in the inside, that shall be 
soft, like his nest?' ^There is hay in the 
stabltt,' cried het brother, ' I will fetch spme, 
if 3rQu please.' < Hay is too harsh; you dot 
not cooadcTj that the inside of a bird's-noril 
fMg soft as down, i/ky dear I^i\y,^ wA 
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she to her sister, ^ go and gather some ttoss 
from off .the hank at the hottom of the gaiu 
den: I think we could make a^iest widi that^ 
and line it with feathers out qf the poultry 
yard.'- ^ It requires more art than you ima» 
giue,' said her mother, < to make a Mrd's* 
nestk iThe greatest ingenuity cannot imitate 
the works of these little architects; beudes, 
every kind of bird chuses materials of a dif. 
fercnt sort^ ai^d as 1 do not know what lin« 
acts use, we will put a small box inio the 
cage, filled with cotton, which will hfi botk 
soft and warm, and cail easily be <ihanged as 
often as there is oCcasioii for a clean bed.* 
The box and the cotton wefe soon produced, 
and the bird lodged in it, as comfortably as 
he could be in a habitation so strange to htm. 
The next care was to provide him with food, 
which would be agreeable to his taste and na- 
ture. Several things were proposed and re- 
jeted; at last, it was determined to mix bread 
and milk with some bruisfed hempseod, as the 
best sustenance they could give him, Some« 
thing more was^ still wanting;- the bivdwas so 
young, that he was not al»\fe lo ^wA'V&issss'^'i 
ao^ Mjrm^wfMB at a loa^ \io^ to Y^^ ^^ ^''^ 
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tuals into his mouth. Ilcr mamma rcliereii 
her from this difficulty, by instructing her to 
feed him with a quill. This tender-hearted 
child, haring supplied her little nestling with 
every necessary which she thought he could 
possibly want, rejoiced in the thought of his 
being perfectly ha];>py, and looked upon him 
as a kind of companion, that would repay 
her attention by his fond attachment. But 
after she had fed him, and left him, as she 
thought, to enjoy a peaceful slumber, how 
bitterly was she disappointed, to hear- him 
continue to chirp or cry as in the utmost dis- 
tress. ^ What can be the matter with him ? , 
mamma,' said she ; ^ he has got a nice soft bed 
to keep him warm, and he ate his bread and 
milk as if he relished it. Perhaps I did not 
give him enough to satisfy his hunger ; pray^ 
take the cage down, and let me feed him 
again, for I cannot bear to hear his cries.' 
' It is far more likely,' replied her mamma, 
^ that he finds himself in an uncomfortable 
situation, though you have done so.m^ch to 
make him easy. The cotton that forms his 
bid may be as soft as the inside of his nest^ 
^ut he misses the. ^jng of his inot\vj&V) ^\ufi^k 
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.^cd. to cover him, and her tender soothing^^ 
which lulled him to rest. The food that he' 
has oaten, though the best you can get for 
him, is neyertheless different from that which 
hb fond parent used to collect, and isoften 
for him in her mouth.* Myra sighed, and 
began to fear she could never make him hap- 
py. However, she was desirous of trying 
Once more); and for that purpose entreated 
^permission to take him out of the cage, and 
lull him in her bosom^ Her request was 
granted, but all her endeavours were inelTec. 
.tual, to appease his complaints : his inarticu- 
latelanguage denoted misery, which her utmost 
tenderness could not remove. Unable to 
support the sight of his sufferings, without the 
power of relieving them, after having tried 
^very means that her imagination could sug. 
.gest, her wish to see her favourite happy^ 
jovercanie her reluctance to part with him. 
She desired that the gardener might go along 
with her to the spot where she had found 
the little sufferer, and if the nest could be dis« 
covered, return him to his mother, who aloKSA 
was capable of restofmgAum lo \kK2\^ "^^^ 
YOL. n. i> 
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eajoymeot. Tlitt design met with her man. 
ma'f approbation,, and she rocelted many 
commendatioiu from her, for her readiness to 
give up her own indinalion, in arder to pro- 
cure liappiness for her bird. Encoilraged by 
tliesc praises, she prodeeded, with tho cage id 
her band, accompanied by her brother and 
sister and the gardener, to the plade, where 
BO lately the acquisition of this bird had gireti 
her such great delight; but which she was • 
now going to resign, from the motite of en- 
joying a different kind of pleasure, though 
not less grateful, -which proceeds from rcn-' 
dering others happy. She searched for the 
nest with eager eye, though unsuccessfully, 
both in the hedge, and amongst the branches 
of some trees which grew near, when Emily . 
called out, '1 have found it; but oh! a ra* 
TCnouBcat has pulled it to pieces! It lies scat, 
tered here in the grass, mingled with the fea- 
thers and boDcs of the other birds, which she 
has destroyed. Whilst they were lamenting 
orer. these fragments, Themas the gardener 
obserred an old bird perched upon a utdgh- 
hattiiag tree, making a Aoamful noise, at. 
pivssJwe of grief. l7i»n(aitheieMiin\:M&'i^ 
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he had 9a doubt that this was; the hapless 
mother^ ivho had been thus tefortunately be. 
reared pf her youDg. He adrised the child, 
r^ to siiffcr him to tie the cage to one of the 
ifpe^^ upoi^ which the old one was sitting, an4 
to conceal themselves behind a bush* that 
a^ej Viig^t watch her motions unperceived. 
They consented tq his proposal, and in about 
a ^uartejr pf ai| hour, they bad the inexpres^ 
siblQ pleasure of se^iqg ber listen to the cries 
0/ the ypungtbird ; Iffy degrees she approached 
toward^ thp ca^ apd at lengiii hovered on 
the top of it, ol^ppuig ^er wii^gs for joy. 
j^fter a fe^ Qiomentfi of transport, in ifhicli 
she n^asi cQ^finneMd that the inhabitant of this 
i^iery bouse f^^ her own lost little one, she 
Aqw with wonderful swlftneas in search of 
food fo^^ ^ rcgaleiji aivd mapping at a fi^^ 
"v^hich was sporting in the snn, returned with 
it lA her mouth, and gave \t to ber young 
one, which was gapiog for soo^ precious, 
morsel from ber welUjknowii beak. The 
pla^tive notes of both the mo(ther..lttrd and 
ber nestling ceased: her sotww^ \«^ "^^ 
I088 of the rest of hsx \xt^^y ^««^ %c.^^C!qr.^ 



28 Juvenile Anecdotes^ 

by the joy of one being restored to her ; 
M'hiht hey satisfiod with the wholesome meal 
she had brought him, and rejoicing at 
lacing onco more under her protection, sunk ' 
into peaceful repose. The old bird repeated 
her yisitsito the cage many times every day; 
the little one throve upon the nourishment 
she found bbroad; and, by the constant atten. 
tion of the children, who wet'e allowed to 
clean his cage^ and hang it out every morning, 
he grew up extremely tame, would perch 
upon their fingers, and eat out <»f their hands. 
When he was old enough to feed himself, his 
mother gradually abandoned him, and bnsicd 
herself in building another nest for the re« 
ception of a future family. He became m ore 
and mdre attached to the little girls, and fre. 
quently rewarded their kindness wi|h a me* 
lodious song. He lived with them several 
years, in the possession of every comfort that 
a bird confined in a cage can enjoy. He was^ 
indeed, insensible of the pleasures of freedom, 
having never known them, therefore could - 
suffer no regret for the want of them ; and as 
he bad not been used to seek his own IVvVxi^,^ ^ 
would bare been sta.rved^ had be been X.>^tiv«^ 
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pi^ of door9. But it. kifar otherwise vitii 
those bvrds which are caught when f uU grows : 
they re{»ne at the loss of Uberty^ and ^e 

r 

compaQy' of their mates, which midges it a 
cruelty te confine them ; 93 we liave no right, 
to torment the meanest ci^eature for mere 
amusement, but should ma^e it our constant 
^im to do crery kind office to all around us. 



I WISH I WERE BOB. 



I 



WISH I were Bob,* said little Arthur, 
sighing as he sat in the parlour wijtidT>w, 
watching for his papa's return. ^'Woo do. 
you wish to be, my dear ?' said his^aunt, who 
was. busied with some employment at the far., 
ther end of the room : ^ I do not know who. 
Bob is, but I think that you could not be 
happier for exchanging with any person* 
Tou have every thing a little boy can want, 
alid as yoii alro generally good.tempered and 
docile, you^joy.the lore of all who know 
ybut;. and wftat can you dsavt^ tnc^^^ ^iea».. 
.. JjiAaTOysottr WMit»«aw^i^ wA;A»\:^^^ 
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darling of the family?' ^Indeed, my deai 
aunt, I am quite contented with what I haye, 
and like being with you ; but still I wish I 
were Bob, because I haye not seen my papa 
these three days, and he has been with him 
all the while. I loyc you dearly, but I can- 
not help loying papa better. Wheneyer 
papa goes out, Bob always goes with him, 
when I am obliged to stay at home ; therefore, 
I wish I were Bob, that I might go too.' 
^ I cannot think who this Bob can be, that 
you envy so much,' replied his aunt; ^hut 
make yourself easy, your papa will soon be 
here, and then you may haye the pleasure of 
his company as you are; for no alteration 
can make you dearer to him : nothing can be 
more engaging in his eyes, than hi^ own smil- 
ing Arthur.' ' Bob is the name of my papaV 
horse,' said the child, ^ and you know, aunt^ 
that he is often with him, when I am a great 
way off; therefore you cannot bo surprised 
that I wish to be in his place.' ^ There ia 
nothing wonderful,' answered his «unt, ^ in 
your desire ta'be*with your papa^ and to' go 
throsiA ^ilk hipSi'f;hjap€xmlf yon; ne^et ibivM 
y'dered the differenct between a boy «a^ ^ 
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horse, when you wished t6 make Ihis exchangb * 
widi Bob.' *I neter thought about aiiy 
thing,* replied he, ^ but my pdpa; aiid 'it* 
seems such a long long ^while since I bayb' 
seen him, that I am afraid he has forgoftciiC 
me, and will n ot come back any more. ' ' Yon • 
may lay aside your fears upon that subject, ' 
ray dear,* -said.his aunt; * you may be assured' 
that your father is equally unwilling to be ab-'t 
sent from you, but he has many things to en- 
gage his time, besides amusing himself with 
you. Hte business w6nld Be nefglected, if hfe' 
^d not Sometimes attend it, and then he w6uid ^ 
haye no money td purchase clothes and tic.^ 
tuals ^or you, neither would he be able .€o 
pay for your gding to school. And if yqn' 
Were not taught,' yOtt would = grow up in ig» 
norance, and bcl^rdly so good as Bob, fof- 
he kiK)ws how td perform liis duty ; but Ik 
person without indtrabtion is* incapable of 
JSreitig useful to* himself or others.' Whilst 
ihey were earnest Ini this conversation, the 
»ound of wheels toiling at a 'little distance, 
gave^lii^ce of tlie appfc^^Osi <s»l^ ^■kt^s^.^. 
Arthur lll^t^ft^ lot a tSiotCiWv\,. ^ 0\i^ ^^^^f' 
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cmein sight: ^ I know it is myrdear papa; 
1II3J not I run out ti meet him V Before his 
afin^ could reply to hi^ question, he was at 
the gi^tp of the. court yard, his eyes sparkling: 
i^th joy, and his cheeks pushed with a 
h^hter red then u§ual.. ^ How glad I am. to 
see you come home again, papa! I thought 
that you were gone quite away, and had for- 
gotten poor Arthur.' ^ I am' sorry I have 
been obliged to stay so long; but I can never 
forget a boy who is good,' said his' father. 
< Come with mie into Idie house: let me l^ear 
from yoi^r aunt, whether you deserre a good 
character : and if she giVe me such an account 
of your behariour in ipy absence, as I shall 
approT<e, you shall receiye a token of my re. 
ipembranceto«morrow, •'which I have ordered 
to be sent down frbip London^' ' His aunt 
was well pleased to hare nothing to aHege^^ 
which could pirc{ventthei(rrlval of ajiandsome 
rocking-horse, the next day. It Vas of a 
l^right bay colour, and had a blapkmane and 
tail, and in honpur of his father*a horse, re-, 
ceivi^: the name^ of Bob^ A moore aeeeptabl^^ 

-OarJa^r the irstweA^ AxliittX;^irwv&\ittM. 
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always on horseback ; in a little while he rode 
less } but his rocking-horse, Bob, continued 
to be a farourite plaything. 



THE PLUM-CAKK. 

V^^HILDREN shotrld be accustomed, when ' 
yovLUgy to temperance in eating and drinking; * 
by ¥rfaich is meant, such -a. command over the 
appetite,- as not to eat more at a time than 
they want, even (thoVigh that which is before - 
them is erer so nice. A habit of moderation 
will render it easy to forbear, when they »9e 
fine fruit, pastry, or other things, which tiiey 
like," but hate not the liberty to taste, A ' 
little boy, whom I fortnerly knew, was so * 
completely exercised in this forbearance, that ' 
his father used frequently to send him alone, 
into gardens that abounded i-n grapes, peaches, 
nectarines, and every other delicious frnit- 
that the different seasons produce; but he- 
never ^oUld discover that he made an impro-^ 
per use of these opportimiti^^ \s^ \sv^^^isSsss% 
vrithABjrofthem; t\\otig\vt\ve%olV^^v*T».'Q^*^^ 
blQomiDg peach, and the tle\Ei v»^^^ e>»s5««^ 
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of the vine, ipight have tempted any child to 
have gathered them. 

It was highly honourable to him to resist 
such temptations ; but it was cruelty to expose 
him to so di^cult a situation. Few children 
have their virtue put to such severe trials; it 
is, therefore, less excusable, if they cannot 
see a pl^te of apples or plums without touch- 
ing them, or asking to partake of theip5 l^fore 
thp rest of the copipany are f er]red; . {ivery 
pps^ible discouragement should be shpwi^ to 
this greedy dispositioii, by public macks of 
disgrace, s^ oceans of preyea.^ng s^ifisl^i^s, 
and the commission of ^ther fs^F^ts, w]iich 
g^eraJly a,tte9d| ai^ ungovernable 4^ipe of in« 
diligence. JfiATUif w^s a good ]^tt}e gfrl-tn 
other respect^ , but had unfortunately given 
way to this prop^nsity^ till she wa^: no lo^m 
ger able to restrain herself, when any thing 
came in her way that looked temp.iing^ It 
happened, very unluckily, that she passed a 
pastry ^.cook's shop, as she went to school, 
where the window was filled wit^ a great va« 
riety of tarts, cakes, and sweetmeats, iM^ranged 
in ihe best taste. She always looked with ft 
Joining ejre at this sbopy when die VwA iick 
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money in her pocket; bat -when her purse 
was fuH, she seldom failed to hidnlge herself 
with an assortment of buns, puffs, and pre- 
serves. One morning, as she was going by 
as usual, she hapj^iened to cast a look upon a . 
small plum-cake, frosted over with sugar 
against twelfth-daj, and decorated wiih a 
medallion of the Queen, surrounded with a 
-wreath of leaves, made of paste of different 
colours. She determined at once to purchase 
it, and felt in her packet for the money to 
pay for it; but, to her great mortification, 
she found her purse empty, haring spent 
every farthing the day before in medlars and 
chesnuts. She proceeded to school with % 
slow pace, and a heavy heart: she could not 
forget this beautiful plum-cake, the whole 
morning. She contrived many schemes to 
gain possession of it,^ but none of tiiem wer6 
without objections. One of her sohoolfeU 
lows offered to l^d her the-sum she wanted; 
but she was- afraid^ to accept her kindi^oss, 
k»t her mother should know it, who ha4 
olHunged her strictly never to borrow mons.^* 
She Was greatly ineY^e^ 16 Vw^ v^SS. vsft^^ 
trinkets that had. lieexw gk-i^ V* V«^ -> ^^^=^ 
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of her companioBs; but on further consider, 
ation, she was deterred from this expedient 
likewise, by a fear of discovery. None of 
her tasks was performed properly, her mind 
having been entirely taken up with different 
projects during the hours of school; but as 
they had all failed, the had determined to give 
up any further thoughts of attaining this much 
coveted cake; or at least to content herself 
till a future opportunity should be more fa- 
vourable to her wishes. In this prudent de- 
termination, she set out on her return home^ 
i)ut, no sooner had she turned her eyes again 
upon this seducing cake, than all her reso- 
lution forsook her, and she snatched it off 
the pastry-cook's window, hid it under her 
cloak, and walked off as fust as she could. 
The instant she was out of reach of detection 
her conscience reproached her most bitterly 
for what she had done. She wished that she 
had never seen this fatal cake, which was now 
become as odious to her, as it had before been 
desirable ; she was frightened to think of the 
fault she had committed, aild, so far from 
laving an inclination to eat of this stolen 
Uamty^ she only t&ought ho^ «Ut covii^ ^<^\, 
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Tid of It Whilst suffering tinder these pain^ 
ful sensations, she met a beggar-woman^ 
leading a pretty girl by the hand: it struck 
her immediately, that the bei^t atonement she 
could make, both for her greediness, and 
taking that which belonged to another, -vn^ 
to gite the cake, that had cost her so devy 
to this hungry child, who had eaten nothing 
that day ; so, when the woman asked charity^ 
she replied, ^ I have no money to girc you, 
Imt if your little girl will accept of this cake, 
she is welcome to it* The child curtsied, 
and recciTed th^ present joyfully, for 'she 
had never regaled so delicious! y before. 
^ What a good young lady you are! said thar 
woman, to part with such a nice plum^nke,, 
to a poor child! who, I assure you, i^"^^/ 
hungry, for she has tasted nothiii^ iiiiice last 
ni^t May Heave;^ reward you for your 
getierosity.* Manii^i» ^oeks were coreredr 
with blushes of shame; she had no power of 
utterance to make aaa:nswer; her risiiig te«^rd 
^almost choked her ; and she slipped hastily 
away from tKe woman, who thought her too 
modest to listen to her own ^t«a&^. ISl^x 
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misconduct had destroyed her peace ofmind^ 
home was rendered miserable, au(l the pre^ 
Sence of her mother insupportable. It was 
ti half holiday, but her zest for play was 
Idst. Though she endeavoured to disguisp 
her uneasiness, the want of her usual YiTacity 
could not escape the penetrating eye qf her 
tender mother. * IIow pale you look tQ^day, 
my dear! surely something ails you.' '1 
have got a bad head-ache, mamma,' answered 
Maria, which nr as really true; for the anguisj^ 
of her mind had madq her ill. She slid out 
0f the room, to avoid farther nptice, and re- 
tired to her apartment, thinking that she 
should be more secure from examination; 
but happiness could not be regained by soli, 
tud^*; 'it was impossible to run away from her- 
seU\ who was her most severe monitor, . I|i 
this tormenting situation she -continued for 
several hours, hoping to have concealed l^er 
ranlt from the knowledge of every* one; but 
at length the secret became unbearable.. She 
watched an opportunity, when her mother 
was alone, to communicate the whole affair 
to her, and^ with tears and Sj^bs, entreated 
foT^UohosL ''^By ,oiie Ticibus inclinatiooi, 
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yon hare been led into a great erroFj indeed,' 
my dcafj' said her mother; ' but, if you make 
proper reflections upon ^vhat has happened, 
it may prove a very fortunate circumstance 
in farming your future cli'ariicter, as it shows 
yoTj, tnore forcibly than any obserratious I 
can make, i\i\i necessity of checking the fir>t 
step towards evil; for it is iuipossible for us' 
to foresee to what Icng^ths it may lead us. 
But, Maria, do not mistake your giving away 
this stoicQ. cake for an act of bcncvplence; 
you did not part with it, till you were afriaid* 
tt) keep it; besides, wc have no right to give 
tnat ati^a'y*, even in charity, which is the pro- 
perty ot. another. You would have don^. 
fetter to have restored k to ifs owner, ha& 
yon had courage to have done so; "but.as if 
is the proper reparation for your f auTL* htbif!-^ 
ever hurailiating, 1 will go along wlihybii, ' 
and pay the man for the oike. AVhen he 
hears of your contrition,. as he is a person of 
good sense, he will not only forgive, but cs^^ 
teem you, for the concern you have sho4\n 
on this occasion.' ' Mamma ^' ?s?i\vL "^V.x^vV,^ 
'I sabmif to your iwA^uxewV*, Vv^V^^^>^^^ 
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prefer living on bread and water for three 
days, rather than undergo this punishment.' 
^ Justice requires such an atonement,' replied 
her mother ; ' the more willingly you comply, 
the sooner you will be restored to your own- 
esteem.' ' Maria obeyed without further pp. 
position, and was perfectly cured of her dis- 
position to greediness by this incident. 



Tin: sf OI1.EP cuiLniiEX. 

X ilE all- wise Creator, who has formed 
every thing according to the laws of the most 
perfect harmony, has or/dained, that i^e help. 
less condition of young animals shall be 
guarded by the tender affection which he haf 
implanted in the bosoms of their parents. 
The elder duck, which is found on the shores 
of the B^tic, robs her own breast of the 
down, to form a soft bed for her ii;ifant^pro. 
geny, as a defence against the cold of the 
bleak north wind, which blows oyer moun. 
tains of ice, towards the country where she 
builds Jyi' nest. The birds of the tropical 
^i}^icm^wbere huge serpents abound, ^\V\ 
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sport in the sight of this terrible adversary, 
to protect their nestlings from his devouring 
jaws, and frequently approach so near him, 
as to become his prey, whilst they escape in 
safety out of his reach. 
- Children are borfi more helpless and dc» 
pendent than aiiimals; the love of their fs« 
rents is also more powerful and reasonslif^ 
than that of any other creature. The in^o* 
cent countenance of the new-born babe mOve« 
its mother (o compassion, and encourages 
her to undertake the fatiguing ta^k of nurs- 
ing it night and day; as it grows older, its 
sniileS engagi^ her to continue her care; in 
two or thrifc years, its prattling tongue en- 
dears it still more to her maternal attention ; 
she watches over the first openings of its mind, 

• 

and uses every effort to instruct it in senti- 
ments of virtue. But what blame do thosO 
parents incur, who, instead of a])plying this 
principle of alFection, given them for the pre- 
servation and imjyrovement of their offspring, 
to its proper end, pervert it into a means of 
rendering them insupportable to tticlc 'a.c« 
-^uaintarice, and ui\\vApvy \\vW\^\^^^^^'^%^^ 
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perQicipus indulgence ? Nature has imprcs^f^ 
the character of lorclincss on youth ; ' offen- 
siTC behayiour only can convert it into dis- 
^ust; for not only those who are parcpts, 
but others, arc generally fo^d of the engaging 
company of children and young persons, 
when tHeir mani^ers are amiable, and theic 
dispositions gentle. The contrary character 
most : arises from mismanagement, as is 
shown by the following incident. 

Mr. Eyelyn, though an old bachelor, is 
10 J favourite of every young circle he meets r 
he has a pocket full of gingerbread for the 
little ones, and an enigma, or a story, for * 
those who are older. He is never happier, 
than in joining, in Christmas gambols; and 
loves, above all things, to make one at blind. 
xuan*s buff. Or battledoor and shuttlecock.. 
As soon as he enters a house whero there are 
children, ihey flock round his knee, impatient 
to receive some token of his favour. This 
gentleman accepted an invitation to dinner, 
a few weeks a^o. from an old friend* with 
whom he had formerly been intimate, but 
had hot Yliited since his marriage. As he 
I/gc9r A/jg^aji-bad several cblldTen^ toid. Vv&V 
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ed to render himself acceptable to them, he 
provided a few triflesj^ as new year's gifts^ 
being about tht^t sc^on . For the eldest boy^ 
"^ho was turned eight years old, he bought a 
pretty poqket.|)OQk and a pencil; an ena- 
melled thimble was inteqded for his sister, 
who was two years younger; and a h^mming 
top for thq youngest, who still wore petti, 
coats. Thus prepared to please others, he 
set out with t|ic full, expectation of being 
pleased in bis turn ; but the benevolence of 
his mind was wounded by a mortifying disap« 
pointment, tliat he had not been able to fore, 
see. 

He had po sooner rung ^t the bell, tha^ 
Rhodolph, the eldest, whose curiosity was 
excited by the s^ppearance of a stranger, ran 
out to the gate, with a whip ixx his hand, 
which he immediately exercised upoui the 
hind legs of Mr* Evelyn's horse. The crea- 
ture, being mettlesome, began to prance, and 
in a few moments would most probably liave 
'thrown his rider, or kicked tho naughty boy, 
who stood at his heels, had not Mr. Beau.^ 
mont, fab father, toxae o\»X V3*v vs^ **«»»• N** 
^icreat the mischief. IIV* c!«cv»5b^«»«*>' 
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his cutrancc, disconcerted Mr. Erelyn; but 
he attributed the action to the inconsideration 
of a child^ and would hare forgotten it pre- 
sentlj, had he not obserred Rhodolph laugh 
when his father reproved him, and run away 
into the garden, regardless of his admonitions. 
He had scarcely been introduced to Mrs. 
Beaumont, and seated himself by the iire^ 
when Lucretia entered the room. The grace- 
fulness of her form, and the beauty of her 
^countenance, attracted his admiration, whilsi 
the disorder of her dress excited his surprise. 
She had on a fine muslin frock, which appeared 
clean in every part, except being drenched in 
rauddy water, as high as^ her knees. ^ Where 
can you have been, child,' said Mrs. Beau, 
mont, ^ to make yourself in such a condition ?' 
* I chose to go with Robert^ the groom, into 
the stable-yard,' replied she, ' to gather up 
some stones that lay by the side of the pond. 
Nurse was so cross, that she forbade me to go 
down stairs, till you sent for me into the par- 
lour; but I do not mind her, so I watched 
for an opportunity when she was busy, and 
slipped awdjTy and she will wonder what is 
Pocome of me.^ ^JFic!' said bet laamma) 
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^ypu ^ye behaved ycry improperly; you 
must go to nupc, and pe dressed again, pf 
you canqot appcaf in cqmp^y.' Lucretkf 
ipurmifrpd, anci wa9 so loifg in pl^pyfng bef 
mother's pommands^ that she prevented aqy 
conversatioi^ betwcen.Mr. andlVf rs. Beaumont 
and their ^ucst^ before dinner, v|r|iich vrajf 
yery soon served up. 

From the specimen be had alfe^dy Sfeen of 
tjie^e chiklrcn, ]VIr. Evelyn apprehended that 
their rep^t would be disturbed by their ill 
ijnanner^. This conjecture w^ ]l)ut tqo wel| 
founded. They were both imp^tien^ to be 
the first served at tab|e, but neither of them 
If as satisfied^ though they were indulged i^ 
t|us absurd request. Thej^ f^cie4 thi^t they 
should }ike ^ome other dish beC^r than that 
which h^ been giye^ them; their plates were 
therefore changed^ and they ^ece again serv- 
ed according to their desire. But even this 
compliance was not fufficiei^t to prod^p^ 
peace. Lucretia ^ecl^red, that he^ brother'^^ 
portion was larger th^n hers, and th^t she 
wou)d not touch a porsci, unless her maisjflQA. 
would give her a picc^ \svox^» ^\\s x^sii^^»»V 
yas likewise granted-, A>ul «il>^t ^>S:^ ^stfs«&sw 
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fuls, sbc cfspied a niiDc'cd pye upon thD side- 
board, her knife and fork were laid across^ 
8fo could cat no more tiicat, though just be- 
fore she was eager to have her plate heaped 
equally with her brother's. Mrs, Beaumont 
was so much confused, that she could eat no 
dinner; her husband frowned with dispiea- 
sure; but neither of them had resalutioh to 
send these troublesome children away. 

At length the cloth was remoted, and the 
dessert placed upon the table. As the tempt, 
ation incrisased, so theif rudeness became 
more intolerable: they helped themselves to 
a'pplcs, pdars, or oranges, and (ihesnuts, with, 
out limitation; they quarrelled, sipped but 
of all the wine glasses, and were so loud and 
boisterous, that Mr. Evelyn did not attempt 
to converse. After some time, little Frede- 
rick made his appearance ; this caused still 
greater confusion : he want^ every thing he 
saw, and his brother and sister would let him 
have nothing. Mr. Evelyn, who was a man 
of penetration, observed with deep concern, 
the disposition of these unhappy children, 
If hose faiAh ho attributed to the mistaken 
/'o/tdriesss of their deluded parents. He looV! 
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early leave of his friends, rejoiced to be re- 
leased from such disagreeable scenes; and 
comparing the painful sensations of that day, 
with the pi^sure ho mostly enjoyod in the * 
coi^papy of Uttie boys and girls^.he was cou- 
lEinccd) that aothing but naughtiness could 
rcndvr their socie^; u nplea^^nt. H^ reser^tred 
his presents for three children, bclongiiig t^ 
a widow lady, with whom ho passed hits 
ettcning, who were the T^sry reverse of Hho, 
dolph, Lucretia,^ and Frederic. Order, har- 
mony, and chocrfukiess, prcvailell ^mong 
tliem, and made him some amends for the dts. 
appointment of the day. Youth is the sea- 
son of innocence aad loveliness : let it never 
be forgotten, that noth^ig can deprive child- 
ren of these endearing qualities^ but ill ma li- 
ners .and ill humour,' wh^ch, like a poisonrd 
mask, that shrivels the mo^t graceful featurc.s, 
^convert beauty into deformity, and render 
'that odious, which nature designed to please. 



^* > 
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picTcss AXB xo ncnrmc 

j^ LOVE of reading earl j £stiiig«islKd 
Ferdinaiid from bb companions. When n 
Terj little boj, he would listen to an enter- 
taining storj, radier than join his brothers 
and sisters in plaj. As he grew older, his 
fondness for books increased, espectallj for 
such as contuned narratiTcs interesting to his 
curiosity. lie would pass long winter crea- 
ings in reading Robinson Crusoe, till he long, 
ed to haTC made a third with him and his maa 
Friday. Traxels and Tojages being filled 
with objects of noTelty and wonder, next at- 
tracted his attention. During the hours of 
recreation, he read the works of those tnu 
TcUcrs who hare giren the best descriptions 
of all the known countries in the world, 
lie acquired a store of knowledge, almost 
imperceptibly, that prepared him. to pursue 
tho study of history to great ad^ant^c, when 
he was of an age to understand it. He was 
conyersant with the difierent aspects of the 
▼arious climates, and could relate the cus* 
tows of ihedjaplandasy arthn Chinese^ iiitk 
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equal readiness* Far from being satisfied 
urith what he knew, hb appetite for further 
gratification grew keener, and as soon as he 
had finished one book, he was in search of 
another, that should furnish new amusement. 
But in the choice of his books, one thing al* 
ways decided his preference,' which was the 
number of pictures* that adorned them; for 
lie loTcd to see a representation of what was 
described, as it gare him a clearer idea of it. 
Whilst bookls and prints held the first place 
in his favour, his grandmamma inrited him 
to spend Christmas.day with her. A numer* 
ous group of his coudns and acquaintance 
were assembled on the occasicm: the day 
passed in all the festirity that youth, inno* 
cence, and Tivacity could produce* Joy and 
harmony enliTencd every countenance, and 
rejoiced the heart of the good old lady, who 
always shared the mirth of these harmless 
frolics. 

When the pastimes of the day drew near 
to a conclusion, and the hour of separation 
approached, the young party were summoned 
*int(> the dining. room, to partake QC'^iSi>^i^^Kx^ 
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tainmcnty prepared for their refreshment be. 
fore their departure. They were much sur- 
prised, at their entrance, to obscrre two tables 
set out, one of which was covered with a 
light supper, decorated with artificial flowers, 
sweetmeats, and devices in pastry. Upom 
the other were arranged, in lots, work-bags^ 
pencils, silver-pens, and trinkets, occasionallj 
intermixed with a few books, neatly bound* 
The benevolent Mrs. Lawrence, addressing 
her happy guests, said: ^ I request your at- 
tention to the collection you will find upon 
the table on the left hand, before you take 
your seats for supper. Your different tastc9 
have been consulted, in the selection of mj 
presents. Let the young ladies take the first 
choicfi, and the rest follow according to seni- 
ority.' When it came to Ferdinand's turn, 
two books were presented to him for .pre- 
ference: he opened them hastily, and per- 
ceiving that one of them had an elegant fron- 
tispiece, and that the other had no pictures, 
he decided in favour of the former, without 
further examination of their contents. The 
time of his return home so far exceeded that 
o/iAe usual hour of retirement to l)td, t^i^ti 
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he had no opportunity of looking into Isis 
book that night; but, as he remembered the 
fignre of a lady, obscrring the stars through 
a telescope, he had no doubt that it re- 
ferred to some story, from which he shoulcjl 
derive great entertainment. As soon as the 
break of day peeped through his windoW- 
shxttters, he rose, impatient to indulge liis 
cariosity of knowing what this book contain. 
cd, and particularly eager to amhse himself 
with the history of the studious lady, who 
was so attentireJy occupied in the conlem- 
plation of the heavens. He dressed himself 
hastily, and sat down by the parlour fire^ be- 
fore the rest of the family were awake^ and 
began to turn over the leaves ; but, to his 
extreme disappointment, discovered that, in- 
stead of agreeable narratives, the volume con- 
sisted of a treatise on astronomy, a science 
-^hich he did not understand ; and that the 
female figure that had won his admiration, 
represented Philosophy, discovering the order 
of the planets by the assistance of a telescope. 
The mortification he felt at the choice he had 
made^ determined li\n\ to cwc^vt^ <A\vss» ^awv- 

r % 
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sin George, who had the book he left, whe. 
t)ier that was equally uniatelUgible and uu- 
^terestiiig; but what were his astonishmeat 
and Tcxatiop, When George told him, that^ 
though he had qo picture, He possessed the 
pleasing story of Harry Sandford and Tommy 
Merton. Tears were ready to start from his 
eyes, till his mother consoled him, by assor. 
ing him that, notwithstanding he was depriT. 
€d of present entertainment, hy suffering 
l^imself to be seduced by Reappearance of a 
pretty picture, he would have no reason to 
irepent of the choice he had made, as j when he 
was sufficiently improT^ to learn the use of 
t)ie globes, the contents of his book wonld 
affor4 him more solid pleasure and iustmction^ 
than the most amusing tale that eTer was in- 
Tcnted. 

By degreea, his disappointment was for. 
gotten; but the circumstance reminded hka 
ever after, to Talue a book according to its 
own merit, rather than for its anbellishments 
f>f plates, or binding. This rule preserred 
film from making a false judgment in future; 
for he often found that real excellence lies 
concealed under a pUifi cover. 
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THE HOLIDAYS. 

JVIrS. sparks had a large family: dur- 
ing HiQ time of (heir vacations, when they 
vcre asseiablcd at home, she delighted to 
make it a season of pleasure and harmony, 
by various schemes of innocent amusement; 
but, as she knew that a mixture of work and 
play Mas conducive to preserve order, and 
maintain their advancement ia learning, she 
accustomed them to' apply an hour or two 
every morning to something useful. At the 
commencement of one of these lessons, it 
happened, that Edward Massey, the son 'of 
a neighbouring^ gentleman, called to invite 
Emilins to walk out with him, just as he had 
began to translate a story into French. 
Though this boy .was so much his inferior in 
age, that, at any other time, he would have 
disdained to hare considered him as a c6m- 
panion ; ' and the proposal of a walk being 
merely accidental, there was no motive to 
make it particularly desirable; yet, thistri- , 
iJin^ circumstance wa^ ^w^Sfc^ficA. \.^ ^oKsssi^tf^ 
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him from further application, or submission 
to his mother's orders. Upon her reffisal, 
he pbuted, rebelled, and presumed to ^rgne 
upon the. propriety of being required t6 writbi 
ipxcrci^es during the holidays. He pleaded, 
ia favour of his opinion, that none of his 
schoolfellows were under any such restraint, 
and that, therefore, it was unreasonable that 
he should be obliged to submit to it. M^s. 
Sparks insisted upon his declining i)ie invi- 
tation^ and when Edward Massey was gone, 
condescended to reply to his arguments, and 
to point out the advantages of a small inter* 
▼al from incessant play, which always pro. 
duces weariness, and frequently discontent; 
she concluded by remarking, that her expe- 
rience enabled her to decide what was best 
for her children, and that she was not to be 
guided by the conduct of others, but by the 
'direction of her own judgment. From yield- 
ing to the first impression of vexation, at be- 
ing contradicted, he had worked himself up 
into such a fit of passion, as to forget the 
duty he owed his kind mother, and the obli- 
^tien of showing a gopd example to his 
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younger brothers, and gave yetit to his an. 
gcr in insolent expressions. 

The ill effects of his miscondoct becamt 
risible in every obe of the company, who 
^ere seated at the table; their business was at 
a stand, and each little heart was ready to 
join in the rebellion. Mrs. Sparks imme* 
diately perceived the necessity of separation, 
Vesty instead of being compelled to the uu- 
pleasant obligation of punishing one, she 
-should have occasion to extend her displea- 
sure to the whole group. She therefore or. 
dered him to leave the room, and retire to 
solitary confinement, tilt he recovered the use 
of his reason, and became sensible that hi^ 
behaviour had been undutiful, as well as un- 
reasonable. His « absence restored order 
amongst the rest, whom he had nearly be. 
traycd into a similiar error: they returned 
to their duty, and performed their several 
tasks cheerfully. When the lessons were . 
finished, Mrs Sparks, in order to show thcvt 
^ she knew how to rewasd diligence, as well 
as to correct disobedience, prepared herself 
to accoqupany the y oun^ ^tt^ tA ^aJs*. -^ 
valk. The mormBg -w^^ toa^^oi^^^^^^^ 
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their excursion. She chose that direction 
M'hich she Ihoaght would be most agreeable 
to her companions; and to mark the dis- 
tinction more obviously^ between those who 
had deserved approbation^ and those who 
had forfeited it^ she contrived to lead them 
by the house of a confectioner, where she 

' treated them with cakes. One of the little 
boys began to wi^p up part of his share in 
a paper^ with design to reserve it for his 
brother. Ajs soon as she perceived it, she 
told him, that she approved his aflcction and 
generosity highly, yct^ that in this instance, 
«hc must prevent the accomplishment of his 
amiable intention ; for as Emiiius was suffer, 
ing under her displeasure, she could not al- 
low him to receive such an indulj»ence. 

, ' Mamma,' replied the little one, ' 1 hope he 
will soon be good; may not I lay it by till 
he has asked your forgiveness, and we are 
all happy again?' *^ Your request shows so 
sweet a disposition, that I cannot refuse it, 
on these conditions; i)ut you must observe to 
keep the matter a secret, till he is restored to 
my favour.' tht kind-hearted little fellow 

/^t/t the cake into bis pocket; and ttie^ \i;iv- 
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ing eaten as many sweet things as their mother 
thought proper for them, prociieded towards 
bomc. Emiiius remained in his chamber till 
dinner time, when he desired one of the ser. 
▼ants to enquire whether he might come 
down into the parlour. This petition was 
granted^ but as he had made no concessions, 
she treated him with extreme coolness, and 
avoided speaking to him more than was abso- 
lutely necessary. So great was his penrerse- 
Bcss, that he endeavoured to appear uncon. 
cerncd^ though he was too uneasy to eat his 
dinner with his usual appetite. He was in* 
capable of enjoyment the whole afternoon: 
neither reading nor play could amuse hini« 
He took up a book, that he might appear t6 
be employed, but he forgot the beginning of * 
the story, before he reached the end of it : 
for all his thoughts were engaged upon the 
means of reconciliation. He wished most 
ardently to recciye his mother's pardon, and 
be reinstated in her esteem ; but hisjpride still 
swelled too high for the submission necessary 
t^ obtain either. Evening came, and he re- 
. mainded obdurate, though iavr^tdk^ 'w^^^sJJ2x 
Ireartcd,aitheidea ol ipa.^?\ia^^^^\5^^^>2sic»^^^^ 



58 Jfutenile Anecdotes^ 

making his peace; for though he had suffered 
himself to be overcome by passion and pride, 
he was not void of the most lively affection 
for his mother, which he manifested on many 
occasions. He had now gone so far in the 
path of errorj that he scarcely felt a powi»r 
of doing right, and wanted resolution to 
confess his sorrow for his ])ast conducts 
Mrs. Sparks observed the struggle between 
obstinacy and a desire of returning to bis 
duty;. but she thought it the most prudent 
to leave him a little longer to his own re- 
lations. 

The hour of rest drew near; one brother 
went to bed after another, till Emilius re- 
mained alone. At length Mrs. Sparks broke 
silence. ' It is with extreme concern,^ said 
she, ' that I have remaxkied your reluctance 
to acknowledge yourself in an error, though 
your repentance has been visible, notwith- 
standing your endeavours to conceal it: your 
countenance, your rising tears, and fauUer- 
ing voice betray you every moment. I need 
not enlarge upon the impropriety of your 
heharwur in the morning, as I know you 
'are fully sensible of it', but your \ietscs.«' 
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ance, in deferring to confess it, sntprises me; 
as it does not only bear the mark of disre-> 
spcct, but also a want of that affection> which^ 
amidst all your imperfections, I always be- 
lieTed you to pdssess/ — At these words> his 
tears flowed fast, he embraced his mother, and 
owned freely both his fault, and his contrition 
for it; assuring her, that the severest punish, 
ment he had undergone, was the accusation 
of haying acted as if he did not love her» 
His future conduct, he said, should convince 
her, that as he was first in age, he was like- 
wise so in obedience and tender alTection. 
He kept his word: the remainder of the ho- 
lidays passed without an intentionid fault. 
Peace, good order, and cheerfulness were 
restored, and when the day x)f separation ^r« 
rived, a general regret was felt by all parties. 

THE CONFESSION. 

iVXR. and Mrs. Godwyn, upon mature re- 
fection, adopted the plan of a private edu- 
cation for their children. Tieir house b<i.«s.^ 
large and commodlo^ks^ \«k.^ ww^^ VJbl^cs. ^^v^- 
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The little girls were placed under the care of 
a very discreet gOTcmesSj and had a pleasant 
schooUroom, funiishtui suitably' for them. 
The study, appmnted for the use of their 
brothers, was in the opposite wing, and ihey 
4kad also the advantage of being taught by an^ 
assiduous preceptor. The attention that was 
due to the little ones who w^re still iixhiK 
bitants of the nursery, and Tanouis other oc^ 
cupatioiis, engrossed so much of Mrs. God. 
wyn's time, thai she was obliged to resi^ 
the instruction of her elder chiUfren wiioWf • 
to those persons whom she had engaged Cec 
the office; but as she was 'tenderFy attachdl 
to pTcry one of her children, she made it9L 
daily practice tp visit both school-room^ 
and efiquire into the behaviour of tiie Hcho^ 
kirs» AmoQgst so many different dispositioBt 
it was likely that she should ^Qmetimes nfict 
with complaints, which gave her concera;; 
but it was more often that she had good reju 
son to be satisfied with the diligence and or« 
4erly conduct of her children. The de^e 
ef obtaining her approbation on these occa- 
sions, frequently stimulated them to extraor* 
4ia^rf efforts-^ ia order to d<*.^er^^i \U K:^ 
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soon ^s she appeared, it was not very difficuH 
to discern those who had behaved well, from 
those who had committed any fault: the me. 
ritorious met her eye with pleasure, an J a 
sort of conscious claim to her favour; whilst 
the delinquents drew back, and, by their 
downcast countenances, aTomred their guilt. 
The account she received, one evening, from 
Mr. Willerby, the tutof , of the behaviour of 
Marcelltts, was so pleasing, that she determin. 
cd to distinguisl him from bis brothers, who 

. had been rather idle, by a reward* When 
she had finished the examination of the rest, 
she withdrew, and desired Marceilus would 
follow her into the parlour. The summons 
was obeyed with cheerfulness.* His father 

' happened to be there, and enquired the rea- 
son of his coming without his brothers. 
S Because,* said Mrs. Godwyn, ' he has^ bc^ 
baved better than any of them. lie has ^e« 
peated bis lessons correctly ; has been obc* 
dient to Mr. Witlecby ; and, as far^as I can 
discover, has not eommitted a single error to* 
day; therefore I have given him^ leave to 
spend an hour with me, and Intend to \^tc&cx^t 
him with one of those pt^Uy >aw>8A V^^^^ 

TOL. II. Or 
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when I was last in London; but as I know 
I can rely upon bis ii^ord^ and that it is pos. 
sible I may have been deceived by appear, 
ances, before I part with my book, I appeal 
to him, to say wheiAor he remembers to have 
done any thing ami^s since morning.' The eyes 
of Marcellus were cast down upon the ground, 
his chubby cheeks covered with blushes, and 
he knew not how to speak. At last, with 
some difficulty, he stammered out this inno« 
cent confession : ' Indeed, I have not been 
quite so good as you think I have; I spoke 
unkindly to my brother Philip, an^ snatched 
the humming-top out of his hand, when we 
were* at play together in the garden.' ^It 
is certainly a fault,' replied Mr. Godwyn, 
^ to treat your brothers with unkindaess; 
but as you seem to be conscious of the im. 
propriety of it, and might have concealed it, 
I request your mamma tx> overlook it, and 
reward your sincerity with the book. I 

. shall confide in you, on future occasions, as 
Iifind you are a person of your word.' The 
little boy's confusion was presently turned 
into joy. The circumstance became known 

' y^rougk. th4 family^ and estabVvsYieCL l\i^ 
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ractcr of Marcellus. When any dispute 
arose, his testimony was required, though 
only B&ven years old, because no one had 
occasion ever to doubt the truth of his as- 
sertions. 



CLARISSA. 

t^LARISSA was a liTely, active, restless 
child, and under very little restraint, haTing 
been brought up principally anong the ser* 
vants, who were either harsh in their treat, 
ment towards her, or absurdly indulgent. 
Amongst many foolish habits which she had 
Gontrabted, that of meddling with e?erfi 
thing within her reach was one which ofteti 
led her into mischief, and sometimes br^ugHt 
its own putiishment in its consequences; W 
it happened one morning, after Robert, the 
footman, had been trimming the lamps. Being 
called away before he had completed the 
job, he left some of the oil, ^carelessly, in a 
pint bottle, upon the table in the pantry^ 
where he kept the glasses aa^ oVXi^\ >k5MSM|^ 

G 1 

'■:■ < . 
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belonging to his office. Clarissa, aiwa}'is 
cufioas to look into places with which she 
had no concern, iinding the door open, pnt 
her head in, and observing the bottle with, 
oat a cork, i^tanding by a saucer, that had 
something in it, which looked clear, she sup. 
posed it "to be syrup, and determined to have 
a taste. In she went^ and thinking that it 
would not be so easily missed out of the bot. 
tie as the saucer, put the former to her 
mouth. Just as she had raised it up, in 
order to get at the liquor with more readi- 
ness, she heard a footstep in the passage, 
which induced her to take a large gulp, lest 
it should be Robert, wh^se coming would 
deprive her of that which she expected to be 
so great a treat. The haste with which she 
swallowed it, caused her to take a . muck 
larger quantity of it than she liked ; but it 
was not in her power to stop such a heavy,, 
greasy liquor, as oil, in a moment. The. 
taste was so nauseous, that she was in a 
greater hurry to disengage the bottle froni^ 
her mouth, than sh(> had been to place i^ 
^era> Zfoatbing to swallow any thing sa 
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to run out at each corner of her mouth, 
which greaeed her clothes from head to foot, 
fn this condition she was obliged to go into* 
the kitchen and tell the cook what she had 
0one, and entreat that sho would give her a 
Uttlc water to drink, and wipe her hands 
find face. The servants were extremely dis- 
|)lcased with her, on a<;count of the trouble 
^he had occasioned ; her frock wanting to be 
washeil, and the pantry to be scoured* She 
was obliged to bear their ill.humour patiently, 
US she knew she had deserved it, and had no per- 
son whom she coqld interest in her behalf, her 
mamm^ being from home. Besides this griev- 
nnce, she had to cndur«^ the painful sensation 
of sickness, without complaining; for no- 
body had any pity for he*. As votry little 
pains had beeti taken to corr|set her defects, 
it was not astonishing, that she was frequently 
guilty of errors ; but It was always fortunate 
for her, when the faults she committed were 
attended with such consequences^ as had the 
same effect as necessary admonition would 
have produced, had nht enjoyed tho benefit 
of a guarded education . Natnre had end^Wii 
ed her with a good \^uiiw^^^iJA^a^5|^^ -^^^^^ 

' ft ^ ^ 
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enabled l^er to make proper reflection?^ 
ivhenever she gave herself time to think. 
Whilst she was sick^ unpitied, and out of fa^ 
our with her maid, she had sufkdent oppor- 
tunity to sit still, and consider the folly of 
being lickerish and meddlesome. She took 
a resolution of avoiding the kitchen and pan. 
try, and confining herself to those apartments 
which were appointed for her.— Idleness, 
dJid want of suitable emplo}'ment, were pro. 
bably the principal causes of her propensity 
i0 do mischief. The natural activity of 
children, impels them to be always busy; 
and those who neither love reading nor 
working, nor ^muse themselves in harmless 
play, but loiter about, without fixing their 
attention upon any particular object, are 
continually in danger ot doing something 
which they ought not to do.r— If we observe 
the various species of animals, wc may learn 
a useful lesson from .them ; as we shall find 
that they are occupied from day to day, 
either in providing food for themselves, in 
'^^. resisting or eluding the attacks of their enc. 
2nifls> or in the preservation of their young, 
ifc cording tci their several idsIaacU. TV* 
bearers, in North America, assem\Ae» wA 



'% 
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inbour with wonderful perscrerance and in* 
genuity. In building houses, connected with 
one another in such a manner as may be 
compared to a small town. With their sharp 
and strong teeX\k they cut down slender treos^ 
and ditide thorn into lengths, adapted to the 
partitions; with their broad, flat taiN, they 
temper clay with Mater, to fill up the vacan- 
cies between these pieces of wood« Jlut so 
small an animal (for it is not larger than a 
dog) could never succeed in such tedious op<?- 
rations, by any other means,* than repealed 
attempts, and unwearied industry. ^ 

The Ant and the Bee have been so often 
brought as beautiful examples of provident 
care and diligence, that s^me other instance, 
less known, may strike more forcibly from 
its novelty. The Mole-Cricket is an insect, 
not much exceeding two inches in length : its 
appearance, on the first view, is pathcr dis'. 
justing than inviting; bnt, on nearer in. 
spection, the curious agreement of its form 
with its habits, compensates for its want of ,, 
beautj^. The body is scaly, and furnisheiel ^v^ 
with two long, pointed wings, and the same ' 
liumber of taiVs co\e\eA. Vv^>asask\\ '^Vs^'a*- 
feet are strong w4l \i^\Ai«J^^ 'wc.Wwvi. -^^^sw' 
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r^esanblaBee m shape to the Jiuman hand ; 
with these the creature dehres his way througii 
t}|e dark oarthy in search of the roots of tikose 
T^efal^les that are his food, and will make 
a surprising progress in the space of a night. 
In the summer season, he digs out a neat ha* 
bitation, about the size of a hen's egg, the 
entrance of which is guarded from the ap- 
proach of an adrersary, by many intricate 
passages. In this receptacle, the female lays 

* her eggs; but, as the winter advances, this 
tiny builder feels a necessity of forming a 
a new dwelling, at a greater depth below the 
surface of thie earth, to secure his tender fa- 
mily from the injury of frost. The mole- 
cricket inhabits two elements, the earth and 

, the air. lie is known to fly, at night, to a 
considerable distance, for the sake of pro* 
curing a repast from some favourite plant; 
and when satiat^ with his feast, to return 
ij^ his subterraneous cavern^ where he lie^ 
concealed daring the day. 

Without industry to form dwellings as a 
defence against the seasons, the race of bea.^.^ 
vers and mole-crickets must perish : the saow^^^^ 

olfserration extends to other tribaa oi VVVvk^jIQ5^ 
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Clotures. The human species can neither' 
l^e good no-r happy, irithoat a disposition to 
employment: children tlicn^ should be habi. 
tuatcd early, -to be always basy in innocent 
aiQuseroent, or wseful application. The child : 
"who wastes hour after hour in idleness, may 
lie compared to the tam^ magpie, who does 
mischief contiAttaHy, from being placed in a 
situation, ttiat prercnts hira from occupying 
liimsclf with those objects, which nature ha.< 
appointed as hi? proper business. 



THE INNOCENT PENITENT, 



T] 



HE innocent prattle, and pleasing vira- 
city of Bernard, a little boy of five years 
old, rendered him so engaging, that he be- 
came a general plaything and entertainment 
t« the numerous guests who vii^ited familiarly 
at his father's house. . 

. It seldom happens thart & mixture with 

• » strangers is advantageous to childr«^m Per-* 

sons not interested in their improvement, arc 

t-pt to treat them ini\)to^t\^ \ >^^ ^Vi^««a.- 

vv'TOHr to amuse thcix\, y;\^\\owX. ^^1 \^x^i^R?t 
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consideration as to the effects of what they 
say to them. This was often, the case at 
Hawthorn Hall : many things were given io 
Bernard that were not good for him; and* 
frequently he was led into error, from an- 
injudicious mode of jesting with him. 

His affectionate disposition attached him 
exceedingly to those who took notice of 
him. Honoria, a lady who passed a great 
deal of time in. the family, was particularly 
fond of him, aad, ia return, he loTed her as 
tenderly as if she had been his mother. The 
embarrassment he showed, upon being laugh. 
^ at for his attachment to her, delighted the 
gentlemen; and it was a constant source of 
^ .-.^. mmusement to them, io tease him upon tljs 
subject. They carried it so f^r one after, 
noon,^ as to draw from him a declaration, 
that be did not Ij^ve her in the least; but the 
words h^ no sc^ti^r passed his lips, than he 
ran out of the room, and searched for her 
all over the house. Not meeting with her, 
be proceeded to the garden, and perceiving 
that she was sitting alone in an alcove, he 
went to her immediately, relieving his. full 
AcAriat the same time by a flood oi tcats^ 
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^ What has befallen my sweet boy?' said 
Honoria. 

'lam not hurt,' replied the child, ^but . 
-pisople will ask me foolish questions, and I 
ftate lie^n so very naughty as to say, that I 
do not Idve yon, though there is nobody in 
the world that I lore better. Tell me what 
I ciin do to-be forgiren for thi& sad falsehood; 
for you know you hare taught m^ that God 
Almighty hears and sees evdry thing we do^" , 
and that no action a little boy can commit, 
ofifends him more than a lie. I am afraid I 
have made him angry, but they tcasi'd rnc so 
much, I spoke inithout thinking of what I 
said.' 

* My dear Bernard,' said Ilonoria, ^ T am 
pleased with your open cunfesiion; but y^i 
have certainly been tempted to speak very un- 
guardedly. At you did not do it by desigfi^ 
and arc sinccreiy sorry for it, 1 hope <hat 
Gracious- Being, who lores the rcpci.tunce of 
children, when they have don(» arr:iis, will 
forgire yonr inadrertence. Ii,';*ire v.ith nr/, 
^kere we shall not bn intcirupted, and on 
your .knees hnmbly ask foe Vvv?» x^x^vvvw^. 
wWcIi he nevrr iwiW \o t« v«tlV«sV ^Ns^:^*^*^^ 
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After haying done as she directed hi«, he 
reihained quietly Mith her, for some time; 
during which she gare Mm serious adticc 
upon the importance of speaking with can. 
tion ; a habit tending to the obserration of 
truth, without which there caa be no enjoy* 
muut of mind. After a while, he appeared 
to hare regained his serenity, and amused 
himself, with his accustomed glee, in his 
usual diycrslons^c 



THS Pir&SE. 

JLi^TITIA was an only daughter, extreme. 
ly belored by her mother. She w^ brought 
op with great tenderness and indulgence ; but 
sach waf the sweetaess of her disposition, 
and the excellence of her understanding, that 
she was aot perverted by this fondness. . She 
applied with such assiduity ta her lessons, 
that she excelled in most thing/i she was 
taught; but that merit was the smallest part 
of her praise: her dntiful affection to her 
mother appeared in every action; he/ gen tic. 
tf^tf^ared iuer to ber brothers ; aiid Yi^t iot^ 
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byaarance, when any Iktk ftltcrcatioti arose 
^eiw.oen them, was .so remarkable, dial she 
wa4 seldom known to persist jM^iher own 
opinion, but gcneralljr jrielded her inclinatioti 
to theirs. The same mild temper extended 
itself towards the aenrants, who were always 
ready to oblige her on every occasion. 

With these good qualities, Laetitiawas a 
sttifferer from want of full health, which , 
c^iscked the yiracity of her character, and 
. produced a degree - of langour, bordering 
upon inactiyity. One of the effects of this 
delicacy of constitution, was a reluctance to 
leave her bed of a: morning; she yrlas fre« 
qucntly called many limes before she had re* 
solution to rise. Her mother had taken con- 
siderable pains to correct this defect, regard* 
ing it as a means of increasing hei^ ill-health, 
aud productive of loss of time and of irre* 
gularity ; she was therefore much pleased, as 
well as rather sur^^rised, to observe a sudden ' 
improvement in this respect, during a whole 
month, especially as it was early in the 
spring, and the mornings were still cold and 
uninviting* There was odq circumsisjOLCA. . 
TO*, u. > . |L 
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that attended tiiis alteration , which partl- 
c^ulariy excited her curiosity ; she knew that 
.LafUitia gained an hour, at least, every day, 
.but sl|e could not discover in what she pass. 
led this additional time : her lessons and exer. 
,cises' were performed as usual, but there was 
no aug0)entation ia any of them. 
r Being secretly rejoiced, in the hope that 
the chai^ge that had taken place would con* 
tinud till it became a habit, she was fearful 
of interlfring, by enquiring very closely co»» 
ceriTing the application of the time; and 
trusted to the prudence of a young person, 
whb' superintended her daughter's education, 
that it- was employed to some useful purpose, 
though she was not acquainted with the par. 
ticular object of it. 

In a little wJ|i|iBii|be mystery was unravel. 
Ted by Lae.titia 6^P|^: she came into her mc^. 
ther*s: dressing-room "pnc morning, with a 
countenanee animated with pleasure, and 
something in her hand, nicely wrapped up in 
lawn paper. ^ My desur. mamma,' said she, 
^ Lam coine to request your acceptance of a 
^jDurse^ that I have been netting for you;' 
^ad opeaiag the paper^ offered aa eUf^^LnX. 
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purse, netted in the niMtest manner, and 
adorned with silver tassels, to her mother* 
^ My dear, I am charmei with the present,' 
replied Mrs. Ayoine; ^Imt how conld jroii 
find opportunity to perform so tedious a 
piece of work without my obBfe^ration ?* 
^ My secret is discoyered,' said Latitia, ^ you 
hare remarked my early rising oflafce, antt' 

« 

yon might: percdve my unwillingness to'ieft 
you what engaged my time till brtekfastf * r 
wished to surprise you, and therefore -cdU^ 
cesiied my work till I had completed it.' ' ' 
: Whilst she was jipeakmf , Miss Oliter, \ttt 
gorernoss, came in, and laid: ^Glte ^tte- 
leaye, Madam, to express my app#alMi6oit of 
Laetitia's conduct on this occasion: 'so eager 
has sjie been to accomplish this token of 'her' 
affection for you, that she has risen erery 
morning, since it was begun, at seyen o'clock, 
without once requiring to be called a second 
time ; she has worked with the utmost dili- ^ 

> 

gence, as is obyious from the brightness of 
the silks, which do not seem to have been 
touched with her fingers. The-materials she 
has purchased wjth her poikct-mo;^*^^ ^ ^%xt?i. ^ 
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she . has ^laid up Hiese two months for that 

< (Ji{ytainiAi)le chitti,* said her inother, ^W 
i^e ei^brace joil: you deserter njy tentdefest 
affectkln. i iRdeed,- 1 know not what other 
X€CiMnpeiice to bestow upon you, worthy of 
yta^f.gflsmQXLt heart. But let me point out 
to your ^iMeryation, tiie adTantage you hate 
gaujied of adhering to your resolution of ris^ 
img at>f^n' ^pponlted hour: in the spaee of a 
few weetoyoteluure stolen from drowsiness as 
much' time as wa» liec^iary' ta produce thi» 
yguAij pfit>e;i^ a jrMr, boir many lisitful 
things ytOm vas^j efedty by a continuaAcei o^ ffie 
8a|!^,iffiid»ee^ Appl^- the' rvie to ^ouf 
whqle lifc| asd years ioiaj te rtecif ed ifoiH « 
s|;ate that resembles hdn^eiifftence^ and kng^^ 
en out the .^n» of-dsefuhiess and enjo^frment.' 
,X<a3titia profited* bj her. mother's reftarks, 
and eni^afvonred :to guard against relapsing 
into her former indolctce. 
. Mrs. Avoine was reluctant to hurt hter 
leelingSfi by recompensing her industry^ 
iligennity, and dutiful behaTiour, by a- 
' sift, just stt that time, lest she should com. 
^'der it in the light of a return iox ^Ci^ 
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purse; but it was not long before she took 
ber .to a print«shop, and pres^ited her witli 
a book of beantiful copies tow idfiiwing, ex4 
ecuted by one of the most mninent artists* * 
The purse was only used on extraordinary 
occasions) being reserved as a memorial of 
her tender attachment to her mother.- The 
same dispositions increased as she adraneed 
to maturity ; and as she grew up, the bond of 
filial affection was ripened into a lasting and 
equal friendship, between h^ and twir mot^ 
ther, which neither time nor absence . could 
pver diminisbt , ., 

• • • ' 

THE EASTCH PROCESSION. 

Xt was on an £aster Monday, that Ade'* 
laide and her brothers were preparing to go 
a friend's hou^ in Cheapside, to see the pro» 
cession of%the Blue^coat children, belonging 
to Christ's.churoh U9spi^, pass to theMan. 
sion.honse. The pleasure they expected to 
deriye from thb spectade^ had occupied their 
thoughts for leteral day8« 
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. UpoH heaiiiig the bells ring me^rify^ thtj 
Ipecaine ^tremeijr iinpatient tct set ooty Itst 
they.8]i0ttM b« too late lev tlie sli^w^ sriid 
eveiy ^ne of tikem was eoge^ to be ^uif»p<ed 
19 soon ^ possible: oR^«natohed up a hat, 
another, a speneery and begaar to p«t tkeifi 
on. Adelaide alone safeistill, thp\i|^ she itas 
in as great a hurry as airy of them; aflii, tiiat 
she might not be behind the rest/cottittandcd 
the maid> in a tery imperious tone of voice, 
to bring Ker bonnet and cloak in&mediately. 
' Mrs. €k)oper happened to be In the next 

' room, and overheard not only the words, but 
the manner in which her daughter spok c. She 
reproved her for it, and desired she would 
either ask properly for what she wanted, or 
take the trouble of fetching them herself. 
Adelaide repeated h^r order, bntm as accent 
that by no means satisfied her mother. 

^ Since you do not choose to speak civilly 
\o Ann/ said Mi^k Cooper, ^I ihsist that 
yoa wait upon yoilrself, and forbid her to 
bring your things;^ ' 

The spirit'itf rebdiion rose quickly W 
Adelaide's heart : she kteitftted^a Mif mUjUUSkl 

^s if she irere debating within hexseVi, y{\ie-. 
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tker ihe^ottid comply or not. At toiigtii 
Mrs. Cooper, with great finmiiess and dotiif. 
posmre^ raado the following dechi#a<TOA : 

< I shall itot detitin; ytttkf lif iftthcrs nliich 
Itngiiry on account ef your obsthiacy. If 
yon do not It^sVe your seat^ and ibi^ yoxit 
thiagfr dir^e^y, I diall send therti aw&y Avith. 
out you; jihd you know vtty wellj flmt if 1 
once fofm a resolution, it \rill not be in 
your powor to change it.* 

Adelaide rose, and walked slowly to the 
closet where her boi\net and cloak i^ero 
kept. . She said^e could not fmd them, and 
called A«n to look ■ for thcfm ; but M^s. 
Cooper Would iiot suffer her to come. ^^ Yon 
ought to know,' said she, ^ better than Ann, 
where your thiugs are; therefore, make- no 
further excuses, but open the hat-box and' 
take them out.' Adelaide still kcfpl calling 
for the maid, without seeking for her things, 
as if she intended to succeed in finding thenf, 
ttH Mrs. Oooprtr'8 patiehC^ Was qnif^ ex- 
hadsted. At Jast^sfcesaid, *My.d*ar hiiy^^ 
thd iMtrant is .bwlOw^ rettd'y t6 attend yoiij 
a» lor'y^ar sfeicr, she ^ys ad ifOmo tfo.da^i 
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I hope she will l)ehaTe better next year, that 
she may then make one of your party.' 

At that moment,, the bells struck up with 
fresh glee, and the bustle of the street an. 
nounced that the procession was at hand* 
Adelaide now began to relent; but it was too 
late: her mother's word had passed, and no. 
thing eTer induced her to break it. 

Her tears began to fall apace, and she en- 
treated forgiveness, with many promises of 
future good bchayiour. Her brothers joined 
in t\\ji petition, that their mother would for 
once rccal the appointed punishment, as poor 
Adelaide must wait a whole year, before 
she could see the same sight: but all was un* 
availing. ^(rs« Cooper perceived the ncces«> 
^ty of refusing to yield to their importunity, 
though it was with reluctance that she main^ 
tained her ground. 

Alfred and Charles were obligiMl to go 
without their sister: whilst they werelibsent, 
she lamented her folly and disobedience; she 
sobbed, and cried, and complained. Her 
mother took but little notice of her, till her 
/rief was moderated; for, when A4el^de 
/i^oird that the matter was abaplutA^ \i^V^* 
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Ipss, her tears began to abate, and she grew 
more patient and reasonable. 

Mrs* Cooper took the advantage of this 
opportunity of expostulating with her on her 
misbehaviour, and the reparation she ought 
to make for it^ ^ My dear child,^ said she^ 
^ I have suffered more than you on this oc- 
casion. To- punish you, \^ a task that no- 
thing but a sense of duty could impose upon 
me; but if I do not correct your errors, I 
shall be answerable for the defects of your 
character, when you are grown up. You 
have shown a disposition to indolence, pride, 
and obstinacy, in your conduct. In the first 
instance, you were^wron^ in askhig any per- 
son to wait updn you: yoti are in health, 
and enjoy thcf perfect use of your limbs, aifkd 
therefore have no reasonable claim to the At- 
tendance of others. Adopt this maxim in 
all your concerns: Never ask atiother to flo 
that for you, which you can do for your-^ 
self; but when y6a condescend to deske the 
assistance of oth<^9, you should take care to 
make the Request with ctvilty atid gentleness. 
It is not because you axe %Qtw ^1 \s^<s\^ 
wealthy parents, tYiat yoxi W«^ '». ^\^?^ J^"^ 
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command the services of others: whatever is 
done for you is a favour, aiid calh^ for your 
gratitude aad humility. Your perseverance 
in speaking haughtily, and refusing obedience 

^ to me, marks a stubbornness that gives me 
great couccrji, and I hope this will be the 
last instance I shall ever see of it; as a con. 
tinuauce of such conduct must diminish my 
esteem, if not my ail'cction for you.' 

Adelaide acknowledged the justness of her 
mother's reproof, and promised amendment. 
She fulfilled her cngageipent, though it cost 
her great attention, and sincere endeavours 
to subdue her propensity to disobedience, 
when her inclination was opposed : but how. 
ever difficult the contest ms^y be with our 
own passions, success is certain, if we tral^f 
desire to reform. 

. By that day twelvemonth her habits were 
entirely changed, and she found the benefit 
of the alteration. All the family were de- 
sirous of pleasing her, and each one strove 
to be the first to oblige her. The children 
received a fresh invitation to see the proces.^ 
>y<?y7/ Adelaide accompanied her brother^ 

fr/tAoat aoy /atcrruptiQa^ £^^4 ii^ tUe< aAtoV 
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of her enjoyment, she could not help draw* 
.ing a comjKirison between her feelings on 
that day and the former one, which had been 
rendered miserable by her mh6onduct. 



•the cautious motheu. 

X ilEilFi are few books so pure in send- 
mcnt and expfession as to be completely un^ 
exceptionable. Even many of the publ|* 
cations that have been written expressly for 
youth, arc defaced by exclamations, incon- 
Mst'ent with that simplicity which is the chief 
ornament of an unperverted mind. Mrs.i 
Dennis was so particular with respect to the 
books she admitted among her children, that 
it was her constant practice to examine the 
most childish story-book, before she permit- 
ted them to read it; and as $he considered 
instruction as the chief object in reading, she 
ncTcr scrupled to sacrifice the beauty of a 
new purchase, by freely cutting out as many 
leares as contained passages likely to gire 
them false ideas, "ot to corrupt their inno* 
cenc9i so rery etact "wia AfeVs^V^t ^^-^w^ 
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tions, tha.t not an objectiooiible sentence 
escaped* Thus fhex^ w^re but /ew books in 
the library of her $p)Loo],.rooifi« that did not 
bear the marks of her han4> The childrfn^ r^;* 
believing their mamma to be wiser than nay 
person whatever, and being assured also that 
her love for them induced her to take this 
trouble, showed no desire to sec those parts 
which she had eJOaccd* In time they became 
so, accustomed to her alterations, that they 
omitted. the words tl^rough which she had 
drawn a line, as a thing in course. . Her so. 
licitude to bring them up in the strictest 
principles of virtue, made her likewise very 
watchful on some other points, which too 
often are but little considered. The sacred 

■ 

name of the Deity, they never were suftbred 
to pronounce, but in the most reverential 
and serious manner, making a solemn pause 
when it occurred, even. in the lloly Scrip-, 
tures; but, if it was ever introduced in other 
books, by way of .exclamation, they passed 
^t oyer, and mostly marked ^^ as f^ word not 
t^ be tepeate^. » : 

yjlfis c^ref u} paiyi^t ^dj^^jtaok the fAj\y 
cifa^ffl^a^ (offu^v cbMts^ ^letteW ^ )^o]^\i%5^ 
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piyyenveitJk^QWiEote efeduailj from the in. 
Jify^cb #C iU-exaple, by implanting in their 
iMJk^ 90m^j just sentiments of duty, and 

'^ AOiifiiHDing thorn jm moral habits. But, at 
Hjilp^ seven years of age, she was obliged to 

' fdbiqttish TheodosiuSjiieff eldest boy, to the 
cane of a gentleman, who was engaged in the 
education of a: few scholars, not thinking 
herself qualified to pi:ocecd with the instruc- 
tion he begau'tto require. The child was 
much pleased with his new situation, and 
.thought it manly to associate with boys older 
than himself, which reconciled him to leaving 
his mamma and his sisters; being a stranger, 
his SchooUfellows wore earnest to amuse him, 
and even the; great boys condescended to 
pjay with him, \fitlL amiable good.naturo; 
remembecing iH»w:muGh they stood ia need 
of suck-kind offices, when they firsiteame to 
school. The day of his arrival passed so 
pleasantly, that ibe began to think, that he 
should be. quite as happy with Mr. Perrin, 
as .'hevhad been at home. ' Tl^ next morning 
be •eavtored .ragulariy into the order of tlie 
t^O€A,^iidin bis tium was oalM'Up'tofeadk 
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As hU modier, ever attentive t**fal8 improved 
nient, had bestowed great {laiiis Inihis branch 
of h^ education, he read better thati inost 
children of his age: his-protiuAciatfon was 
clear and distinct, he obsenrcd the stops, ui^4 
was free from either a hesitation^ or drawling 
tone of voice, so comm on to yolitig readers. 
Mr, Perrin, Hot supposing him to be so wejll 
qualified, gave him a spelling-book, by way 
of trial; but be presently Connd<that he was 
capable of reading something of a superior 
kind: upon which he took another booW 
from the shelf, and, making an, upology fot 
having offered him a lesson so much beneath 
his powers^ desired him to rcad^a* speech in^ 
one of Madam Genlis' Dramas. The little 
boy began in a manner that convinced Mr, 
Perria, that the utmost diligence and jndg* 
ment had been exerted, to prepare- him for 
his future progress in mofc difficult stndk^f: 
After advancing to the middle of the page; 
he suddenly stopped, afad lool^ing up with 
great innoccncy at Mr; Perrin, said,- * Pray^ 
Sir,' where is your pencil ?» ; * What occasioii 
can you have for a pencil, ny dear, , whilAt 
j^4?ii are engaged in yeur lesson V ^ 1S>o 70M 
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not see, Sir/ stid the little bo]^, ' that Oiore 
16 the awful aane, which I dare not repeat; 
snd my mamma used always to draw a line 
through those words which she did not 
chuse we should say?' Mr. Perrin appre. 
headed his mcaoing. in a moment, and com- 
plied with bit request. The custom pleased 
him so well) that he adopted it ever after in 
those books which he appointe# for the use 
of his scholars* . ' 

* After the word had been mairked, Theo. 

dosius proceeded without Airther intcrrup. 

tioB, and whan he had finished, reoeited the 

praises of his moiter,. not for the excellence 

of bis reading only,, which was .uncommon; 

Imt also for his attentidn to the precepts of 

bis mother, when he was separated from her. 

^ My dear,' said he, ^ if you continue ta ob- 

serre the Tirtuous principles, 'which have 

^een carefully taught you, you will t>ecoiiie 

both a good. and a happy min. Snficr:nd[. 

ther the ill examples of your companions, 

nor the false ridicule of those who have been 

brought up more negligently, to deprive you 

of tjbe advantages of your mother's manuxv^v 
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but let them aerte you ais 2i'«i4il6 of condiief 
upon all occasions. No otliAP teturn yon* 
can make >virill be so acoeptabie to her:* 
^his tender exhortation excited* a glisteviiti|f 
tear in the eye of Theodosiiisyiand his looksr 
were more expressive of his intention to ob« 
serre the admonitions .of his mother^ thm 
his wor^, for his keavt was too fftH to 
speak. Hetf^ at that momciit an inexpres. 
sible regret at being parted from Jier } but ho 
received gteUb ooKsola6on from dotermiBing 
within himself ib do everj^ thing thai hii 
thoughts would be agrlieable to her^ ^eiie it 
possible for her to orerlook his' ieonduotJ^ '.' 
The oonBeq^ence of this resolutioli 'was"^ 
thai-he beoamje the biast boy in the schde^ 
and the secret favourite of his master. Hi!^ 
intprotement in knoM^edge and goodnc^d fe« 
paid his mother for adl ^o care she had takelf 
of him; and his gratitude and attention wer# 
the comfort of her deciinuig a^. 
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Tins BARGAIN* 



A 



FROLICSOME kitten wks gireti, by 
a neighbour^ to little George: the enterlSiin. 
log tricks of this actire animal corresponded 
exactly with the disposition of her nasteri 
frho cloved play and drollery beyond any 
thing* 

Being so well suited, they sported together 
all the day long, and it would be difficult to 
say, which of the two was the best pleased. 
Sometimes she would pretend to run awny^ 
whilst he pursued her ; at another time she 
would stand still, as if waiting to be caught, 
And when his hand was just upon her^ would 
bound to a'dbtance with the mb&t dexterous 
agility. 

, Puss noTcf looked more gracefol than 
when, she waa playing with an ivory ballj 
which he delighted to roll before her. She 
would curl up her tail, set .her eats, and 
spring forwards to catch it; but always in 
vain, for it was tod smooth and slippery for 
her to lay hold ofn When they were tired 

1^ 
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of this amusement, he would hold his hands 
for her to jump erery tiU by practice she at- 
tained the capacity of leaping a surprising 
heigbtr •■'■ ■ ' ■ ' ■ . 

Whtist he ate hif breakfast Ofsuppusr, 0h« 
vrovAd wt fmrififag hf IAb M^i i* pa4ieat *3^^ 
pectatton o€ sharing Ms repast. 

Foir a l«tng time G'eofge ami bis k^feH 
lived in close friendship; but, in one ul^foi^^ 
tunate scuffle, she f or^^t the rospect Ih^t was 
due to her ^aster^ and gave him a violent 
scratch on dhe cheek. Th<9* smart f>irt him 
out of humoifr; anti, being e^itreMefy hungry, 
he offened to soil her to Mis bfoth«#, fer a 
tempting hot-cross buo, whSch he happened 
to have at that moment in his hand.. The 
bargain 'was struck immediately: George 
took the^bun, and his brother, poor p«S9# v 

,^^J!3^^te his aippetite #aii Aaiisfied, he began 
Jat a loss for his :pompaDidn, espechdly 
le pain tod abated, and bis' rcsentmeiit 
tpas fo9gotteil. ^Bartlett,' sold be, ^yon 
must gife mo my kitten back mgtmi )*xiii 
know fihe belongs to mc.^ ^ I kitow she did 
belong to jou, bcf<^re yoft' svldher to mo^ 

sa/i/ jUartlctt^ who was two ox tYir^c ^^tax^k 
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jrider .than, Gaprge) ^^ hnth flow she is suroe. 
My bun was- the- prioe^ you i^ked fojf her^ 
^d:Ig«?c it.to-^ftuin excjiaoge for her; 
but SHiG^ yon }iay^ eaten JIm bun, yoU are 
f» HHfesisoiiab^d m- 4o Wiaib to^ deprive ne 
pf ih^ ^t. You .i»re nfvteli^en, I vill not 
fiTjO ber up.' George tried to £ieizeb^r, but 
b« .was no match f0r hia brot}H:i> As he 
could neither persuade, Bartlett to yield the 
subject of dispute^ nor coiApeLhtm-.td^do so, 
be began te cry bitterly, hoping that he 
slioild bring somc^body ,to his assiiianccs. 
Ilis n^othcr heaft^g the noiso^ and ,sfipfM^Hng 
tl^it there was. a Quarrcjf entdred ihc room^ 
iin4 enquired wh^.was the $VLbjtit iwfi.their 

iti9agP€tenii»ii< - Upcfn'Jiearing4V'te®'f^^^y 
stately she gate ^dgm ent itt fa]ibui.of Balrti. 
leti^ though sh^ vtm fery sorr^.f^r Georgo?fi 
foUy iir parting. witH a ere&tiriiB, M wluofa h^ 
yf9s . so tmueh jittafehod^ io< anih 4 tAQui^ 
tmis^iMon^ A# 40<l» a» she cMMlf'^p^ei^ 
•]iia»).4itKtideaeroiired<y»t!X9labi tSiaMBaiiiiit 
t$ a^ liontx/itxt 6t. .^aar^atiH ^iThtii ^br^ad nuA 
J9ir4t»',Is«|dtaU#)'^tbatrwt di^iiy «fHimiine^>!l 
bHiy »i.^t€^J69g(BX flrfadititd1ijiaGhon.\ Tgiur^ 



A 
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did not know how to express the joy lie feft 
at haTing her restored. Th6 conversation 
fell npon the nature of cats, which their 
mamma tooli: that opportunity of explaining. 
She remarked, that the Lion, the Tiger, 
and the Leopard, are of the same genus ; by 
which is meant, that they cesemble each-other 
in many particulars, as to theif form and 
habits; that, though the dinddutiiie 8l^e of 
the cat prevents her from being a formidable 
anibial, yet, by nature, she is fierce V afid' 
Aotwlthstanding the lives so fkmiliarly widi 
man, scarcely ever loses her ferocious dtspo* 
tition, if provoked* Small birds, rats, and 
mioe^'areher prey: bcr address in catching 
thein. is admirable. Her eyes are &o eon- 
structed, that she can see with scarcely any 
light, whi^h enables her to discover tlite am. 
mais upon which she lives, in dark comers 
and holes, where they lurk. Her claws an* 
swer two purposes ; assisting her' to dimb 
trees in quest of birds, and to hold the poor 
victims, whilst she devours them: but when 
she^ chooses to be harmless to those who 
foodie her, she has the power of drawing 
^'cvo /n, and shcMhlng ihomy as \t "w^t^ 
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within her toes. Her tongue is rough, like 
a file, and is yery serriceable, on that ac- 
count, to dress and comb her coat, to 
which she is very attentive, licking and 
smoothing herself with the greatest nicet}\ 
It is supposed that she is directed to her prey 
by the sense of smelling, as well as by sight, 
' and that her whiskers contribute to tbi» eaL. 
Her tail serves to balance her when sh^ 
cUmbs, and adds greatly to her capacity of 
leaping from one place to another. Her 
thick coat of fur defends her against the cold« 
In colour she varies, as your own obserT« 
ation may convince yon. She has a< pleating 
figure, and excels most animals in the el^« 
ganee of her attitudes. Every part of her 
seCTis formed consistently with her pursuits 
and disposition,, which teaches us to admire 
the. wisdom and. goodness of that Almighty 
Being, who has created all creatures* to be 
happy, according . ta the diferent ^AatuDei 
]iy hicfc be ha« beistowed upon them. i:« 

Thus 1 we 960 thut 4^.cat a«bsaits upon 
aninab aa wiUat hersdS{ die is therefore 
actjHrei watchftU, ciimiiag,:«id fiei^^e. Wert 
she otheryke^ ihi MiA^MJ^fOM^^ 
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OHt erciy one of thcsd qualities, she would 
\ lye unable 'to obtato food euougk for her 
suppof^' 



I ■ . . ' ' * ; ■ . 

THE RECONCILIATION. 



L 



I AURA was the' eldest daughter of zrery 
large family. ' She had a good understanding 
and an aflSectionate heart, though she was 
toaapt to show a warmth of temper, which 
led her' into ^IMttB'th|ii:.wev6 often the sub* 
ject of rej^lanc^.-:^ Iiittt#«dlBputes would 
ocensionallif arise, between her and her bro* 
thers and sisters, In whieh she commonly ek- 
ortbdthier power that )ier seniority gave her; 
yet, sd'genierous was hep" dtepositiori, that 
irheii^Ter they wefe ^o^pi^sed' by others, or 
were hurt, or indispMod,or'unde^ disgrace, 
^ f org<tt Mt nsentdiistft, -and wouM gite up 
any thfog she ^ssMied to j^ease them. \ 

As her brottiCffi^^^ehrry' an4 she were- at 

fhsfy oiie tefe dfHitfgf ^nuMftng', im the plea. 

ffufre^gtounds^ifeht^^ Aif titbut the diritida 

^/^/e^o^^^lih^libiitrHi'iMleMfhlcli the gar- 
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: The plot that had been allotted them, not 
being of a regular fonoj it was difficult |to df- 
▼ide it into t4^o equal parts, aiid fbcy could 
not agree upon a method of Istying it out in 
partnership. Hc!nry Mrished to plAnt a fcifr 
currant and goos6b<erry trees, and to border 
it with strawberries ; which he thought would 
{produce fruit in the stammer, and afford them 
a treat, that might be partaken by their com- 
panioBS. Qut the reflection of the sun gave 
such a brilliaint hue to the snowdrops and 
crocusses, which had just begiiu to peep 
above the ground, that Laura wuuld Usteii 
to no proposal, but filling it with flowers^ 
Both of them were positive ,in Ihcir own 
opinion: after many altercations, whiclit 
brought them na' nearer to a* Conclusion, 
they grc*^ tired -of wrangling, and leaving 
the matter to bc'dtn^ide'dat a future' ippof- 
tuRity, iseparait^d. Laura ' went into Hhe 
house,' tcf play with her-defl,'atra'lfcifi^ raft 
towards -the gar<ietier,'M4M was « wtf^'-jiist 



9S Juvenile Anecdotes, 

and offered, to sapply him with whateTisr h^ 
chose to have. ' There is nothing,'' replied 
Henry, ^ that I should like so well as strair- 
terry plants and curlrant trees; but my sister 
will always have hef owq wa(y, .and she will 
not let mc put any thing into the ground 
but flowers.' The gardener, desirous of 
pleasing Henry, who was his favourite, and 
not' troubling himself tO" endeavour to pro- 
mote love and peace between , them, said, 
^ Miss Laura is gopc in, and if you choose 
to liavc fruit, and she prefers flowers, there 
is room enough for both. I am at leisure 
now, and will help you to pat in some nice 
cuttiugs, that I have ready for use in the 
green-house.' The temptation was too strong 
to be resisted. He forgot that he was not 
the sole possessor of the ground, and had no 
right to do any thing, with it, without the 
coQcurrencc of his sister. The little garden 
was presently stocked, ^cording ta his in. 
cVmatiou^ by the aisistfuice of Thomas, and 
in a Aott tipf after >^ w^s caJMl to taka 
Ik walk wiHi Ids f^tlMtr, , WbiUt he was ab. 
sifp^ t§9n wu HB"^ f a rffit te d to play out 
^^itean: she diractei her &ie(«) ^V!^^>iXV^- 
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sitation, to the spot which, in her imagiuation^ 
she already saw decorated 1»ith hj^acinthi^ 
the man^ .coloured anemovies, roses, jon. 
quiisj and sweet-scented peas; but wheq. she 
found it already occupied with what she had 
determined should never grow In it^ she lost 
her patience, and without waiting for her 
brother'r>xeturn, tore up every one of the 
3'oung trees he had fixed with so much carei 
Nothing \cfM than .a sad quarrel could be the. 
consequence of such offences on both sides ; 
reproaches of unkindness had but too just a 
foundation. 

The dispute ran very high between them* 
selves, but they were cautibns of showing 
any marks of their difference before their 
father and mother ; well knowing, that the 
li^test pnnishment they could expect for 
their behaTour, would be the entire forfeit- 
nre of their garden. ' 

Mrs« Harland was engaged to go out, with 
a lady who was staying at her' house, to 
^rink tea, and had promised' to take Laura 
with her. The pleasure she. ex peeled to re# 
ceive from this visit was anotli^T C<Q?t^'<S&^ 
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motive for concealing the affair, lest shef 
should bi^loft athotme; t^hich wonld have 
been a greajk disa^Apointmeait, as some child- 
ten, of nearly h«r pwn age, were invited to 
meet her. Little did she suppose, at thai 
time, that she herself would petition to re. 
sign the enjoyment of this mneh.desired visit^ 
for the sake of this very brother, who had 
offended her so greatly* But it happened, 
that soon after dinner poor Hairy was 
seized with a $hiTering-iit, the head-«ache, and 
sickness at kiB stomach, and was altogether 
so much indisposed, that Mrs. Ilarland was 
obliged to send f</r medi<ai advice. Mr. 
Osborne, the apothecary, after having felt 
his pulse, and h#ard his syitaptinns, ordered 
him to be put to bed, its he thought him in 
great danger of a f«ter. This imeiipeOTd 
ciroamstance obliged oArs. Harland to give 
up all thoughts of going out; but she told 
Laura, that itslMHiid not prevent her lirom 
attending Mrs. Morton. At fivst' she was 
extremely delighted with this indalgence, and 
began to inake preparations for dressing, 4>y 
Jajrwg out tOX her .best dothos; font being 
sent by. her mamma, t5 sit a qvLaiV^t o^ ^s^ 
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hour vith iier brother, -whilst some familj ^ 
concerns required her attendance^ she was so 
grieved at seeing- him suffer, that she forgot 
he had cTer offended her. She sat down by the 
bedside, and tend^ly took hold of his hand, 
saying, ^ My dear Henry, what can I do to 
relieve you ? I ha?e a bottle of laTender* w ater 
in my pocket; try whether smelling at it will 
not make your head better.' Then she 
bathed his temples, and gare him the juice 
of an orange, and tried whatever she coald 
think of to divert him ; when, recollecting 
her visit, she said, ^ I am sorry I am going 
out, but if my mamma will give me leave to 
stay with you, I should prefer it to any 
other pleasure.^ Henry was sensible of her 
kindness, and entreated her to forgive him 
for planting tht garden contrary to her 
wbhes. She fiXpSssed equal concern for 
having pulled up hi^ trees; their animosity 
was over,, and they agreed upon a plan^ 
which should satisfy them^^ both, when Hen^ 
jrerovered. 

Laura obtauied permission to roMBlii with 
hiMr brother ; indeed^ such a reaioaable re<)uesl 
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could scarcely be refused* She pafiied the 
evening in his chamber^ rendering hint^erery 
I^iad office she could devise. 

In a few days, Henry got perfectly welh 
their first. 4nia9(9nent, when he was able to 
go abroad, was the stocktog of their little 
piece of ground. All disagre^nent opon the 
subject haying, ceased, they had bnt one 
opinion. The things which they planted, 
flourished, ^nd in the.sumnie| season yielded 
them plenty of fruit and flowers. ^ • 



I won't, and I WILL. 

\^OME down stsurs, Lydia,' said Miran* 
da to her little sister, who was^playing in the 
passage aboTc. ^I yvon't,' said Lydia, ^I 
am busy at play with my ball, and I don't 
choose to come down.' ^ I hare got some* 
thing for.yoii) iphkh.yon- Iktie think of,' re- 
plied fMKaifd^ ' . ^ Qh } *then *I will^' said she*; 
I am comiiig. directly,' and down she" ran^ 
^ WhM k«9£^ iat,^M^ let me see.' 

.^;A .«jkitf4lAic|^«a»6ilBe^ ..wikii mj gramlw 
matomd has just sent w.' ^ l&ul \i^^vib ^^)^ 



i 
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Bot ieserve to partake of it^* s^d her go* 
remess, who had accidental/ everheatfi; all 
that had passed. ^ She deolatres, in the sariie 
breath, that she will nofy and thfit she v^iHj 
do whoLt her sister dmiiis?. One of the iw^ 
declarations must bo fn^c*-^ - * I never thoagbt 
of that/ replied Ibe giddf chUd; < bat I ^U 
contrif c to make amends for it. Th^ next 
time I am called, I will say,^I zri//, and theii 
I xconH; and that, yon ka»w, will make me 
even.' Her governess couldrfOt help sfniling 
aft her simplicity. ^ My dear,' said she, 
^how strangely you mistake the nattire of 
truth, in supposing that by tn-ice contradict- 
ing yourself, as it were, crosswise, you can 
balaiiccr the account. Instead of making re- 
paration for your first faulty you will be 
guilty of a second^ by saying one thing, 'and 
4loing another, twite OT^. BeaideSy it is a 
foolish habit to be changeable in yeti# Ojn- 
nirni. When you say yod will, Nor yofl will 
not do a thing, you {ihoald keep your i-eso- 
liition, niniess there is a-matetial «eas€4i fol: 
aketidgritk? ^ ¥4i«rdi4 iKIt kecfp jr<yur' ^nS^ 
Bi8e:the^.other toy/.MM liydia^i ' when -^yofi 
ta]d me, ihst ivlMiriML |g^X5>\)^^^«l^'iii^:«M^ 

J 
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supper, for being idle at my work/ . ^ Vhen 
I promise to give any of you a reward, I 
consider myself obliged to perform it; but 
wben I threaten a punishment, and observe 
n fatonnible alteration in your behATiour 
afterwards, I think myself at liberty to for. 
gire you a part, or all, of what I intended 
you should suffer, in consequence of that 
amendment. Do not you remember, that, 
after being very idle all the morning, on the 
day you mention, you became exceedingly 
orderly and industrious in the afternoon, and 
were very sorry for your former misconduct. 
Tou must agree, that this pleasing chango 
flescryed a irccompcnce, and was a sufficient 
motiTe for the alteration of . what I had 
otherwise determined, and for permitttn|; 
you to enjoy your supper as usual, notwith. 
standinig my threat*' ^ I had also a reason 
for altering . my opinion,' said Lydia.: .'the 
second tin^ Miranda called, she told me that 
ahef had .something to givo me, which she did 
^ot .mention at fiffst«' . ^ That is aitokrable 
j^oiogy,' said h(» §offixnum; ^ butin. future, 
jKpu.must Icam to tbink befote you speak, 
ifm^jto abide by yomt enpgemwiU ^^ 
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THE. ASS. 

S. . . .. 
EVERAL naughfy bays had take^ a p(don 
defeaoeless. s^s -inta aiaeadow« behiadJMCr*: 
Jocdyn's hovse, and wore tomeAtin^ U 
most cruelly. The beast beH>iiged to % 
chimney-sweeper, who x4»Uged her to work 
very h9!rd, and t^ carry keary ioalds <if sooil; 
bat that was the least part pf h^naisfortiMies^ 
for h|p Aaif starved her, and sttffered his ap^ 
prentice to use her as he pleased.* This bdy 
was one of the cormpany «rithepres<titocca^ 
sion: he was i^ poor orphan parisk child, and 
1iad'beenkroiighl.upmaw<N:k**house, Where, 
frodi hisiBf^Qcy, he had bee& inured, by b^ 
examples) to every species of wickednes^^ 
Nature had blesied him with a quickness of 
und^standiog^ whieli^ «ndef proper instruct 
tion, would, most probably hare rendered 
him a virtuous anda useful man; unhappily^ 
the same talents, misappKed to eoatiary pur. 
poses, contrilimted to make him distinguished 
for hi&. address in wickedness. He tcdd lies^ 
used bad word^, and had <given suck a loose 
to /lis tempeit tkat 1m deVt^l^i^ Xrs^^&ssHte 
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cter every creature that fell into his power. 
The most sarage barbarity he wantonly ex- 
ercised towards this poor suffering' ass ^ not, 
only for the sake of domineering over it ^ 
but alM> in rerenge for die inhuman strokes 
he often received in his turn, from the whip 
#f his master. 

' Being nursed in severity, and a stranger to 
all that eiMeanng tenderness, that children, 
in more prosperous circumstances, receive 
from their parents, his heatrt had become 
blunted to a sense of compasi^ion, and he felt 
lor nothing but himself. He had been sent 
out that*^ morning with the ass, to- carry 
several sacks of soot to a wholesale -deialer, 
who collected it in «mall ^aotitfes from the 
chimney-sweepers ; and as be wars returning 
home, met with some of his acquaintance, 
who lived in the neighbourhood. ' After 
talking a little together^ they agreed to go 
into this meadow, and each have a ride. 
The ass was already tired with her expedition ; 
but that did not hinder them ffom whippifi/g* 
her, to'tnake her go afi fast as. they desired/ 
Not being able to quicker her pace suffi.- 
cientljr with the whip, they bei^%\ieT V\V>iWrt^ 
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shovel ; and at last, one of them, more in. 
genious than the rest, contrhred to fasten 
tyfo large {kins to the heels of his shoes, to 
answer the purpose of spurs : with . these 
they gored her sides, 'they kicked her, and 
bruised her, till, overcome with pain and 
weariness, she fell down, and rolled one of 
them oW her back. Finding it impossible to 
make het rbe, two or three of theo^ sat 
down upon, her back at the same time, and 
redoubled their blows: they were cren so 
merciless as to run the pins through her 
ears. Whilst they were diverting themselves 
10 this wicked manner, they were observed, 
from a window in Mr. JoceJyn's house, by 
his son Charles, who was remarkable for the 
humanity of his disposition, though not de. 
void of manly courage, which he knew how 
to ei^ort'when it was necessary. Incensed 
at their ill-treatment of an animal, which 
qoAild neither compbun nor defend. heri^lf« 
h^;rw to them with; all his speed; bnf.not .;^^ 
witbottt, taking a stick in hi$ hand, by way ;''l 

: *My hifif saysihe^ ^ yan b«hw^.^*»Ba.^- 
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Jirut«l ft maaoer.^ ^ What is thkt to jonV 
Bhys Tom ;thci dbioiney .sweeper^ < she doet 
ciiot Wlomg to yon; nor shall I «ik yoor 
Icnre^ (irhftt I am to ilo*- Because you are- a 
gentlraiaa^s son, and y&ear a handsomie coat, 
fou thiok yo« ham a right to lord It OTer 
lis; but I vim teach you the difference. 
Come, Jack/ to one of the 4»if^st' of hi« 
companions, ' let yon and I bang hhn ;' for, 
Mritfa all hit cruelty, Tom was an i(ito!era%le 
coward, and durst not have touched him hy 
idmself* > I did pot'Comehere to fight,* re^ 
plies Charles, > 'bat to persuade you to let 
^at poor crearture alone; though, to show 
you that i am not protected by liiy fine cOat, 
I am ifpady to engage' with suty oi yoU, one^ 
at a tim^^;^ f^r f6a' dqs^Te* to* be beaten 
0o«iidiy £or-youT beha^riovp.' Upon this 
they aU* begQcn to set upon iiim together, 
akid to abuse him iwkii itMavgoage*^ •-' ' ^ 
^The attoek bf *nmbers> obliged hi«i ^^ 
igdiflbrnit we<)iod of prOOttriif a n^ease-fo^ 
tbe asc, tbKcMigh qi^ti«il£4iJPtc# A$i biid- reoe^M 
several 8mart blows; but as he fouAd*lrifliheilf 
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buy the ass. The sight of a few shillings 
-was so temptiog to Tom^ that he resoWed to 
accept of it, and invent some stoiy of the 
creature's being killed, to pacify his master; 
but of this scheme ho said nothing to Charles, 
who never thought of enquiring to whom . 
she belonged, so much was his mind engaged 
by the desire of delivering her from these 
tormentors. Tom took the money, and 
made off, as fast as he could, with his asso. 
elates. 

As soon as they were gone, Charles found 
himself at a great loss to knom what to do 
with his purchase: she was so lame and in. 
jured, he couid not make her stir; and had 
she been willing to move, he did not know 
whither to lead her; for, in his haste, he had 
never considered how ' his father would ap^ 
prove what he had done. He began to be 
afraid that it was wrong to make such a bar- 
gain, without having first asked leave. Being 
ejj^tromely perplexed, he sat down upon a 
stile, to consider what means he could take 
to prevent bis father's displeasure. He fait 
that he had but one apology to mta^kc^^^^v^ 

roL, 11, Xa ' . 
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was, ihat he had acted fram a good motive*. 
After rafiectkig » few minutes, he determined 
ta leare the ass quietly where she was, and 
-go directly' to hi4 * father, and tell him the 
whole atiuc. lie did so^ and rcceired this-, 
answer: ' r 

'I cannot be angry with you, Charkssy 
because your intention was excellent; but 
you haTe brought- rac into an inconrenient 
situation ;. for she is the property of Simpson 
the chimney-sweeper, and I cannot keep her 

' without his consent; and should he agree toc 
part with her, I do not kiKiiw what to do> 
with her.* 

^Do any thiirg papa,^ replied Charles^ 
with earnestness, ' rather than return her to 
be abussd by that cruel boy. Had you but 
i»ccn what I did, you could not bear the 
thought of it.' 

Mr. Jocelyn lias at length persuaded', by 
his son's entreaties,' to send to Simpson, for 
his coniirmatioii of the bargain, which he re. 
f u sed wi t hoii t an additional sum .. The money 
was paid 3^ and Tom being detected in hi^ 

djshone:>ty and falschoo<\, got a sevepe't 
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mmg-^' which rather hardened than corrected 

As soon as the ass was able to be remof* 
' ed, she was taken to Mr. Jocclyn*s stable, 
where Charles mirscd Iter with great humsu 
^ty, titi she was perfectly recoTcred, when 
his father told him, he could be no longer 
encumbered with her. After many nnsuc* 
<;essful schemes to fix her comfortably ia 
another situation, it was determined to giT« 
her to an old woman, who travelled about 
the <rountry, selling thread and htjces. This 
was a happy exchange from her former sla« 
▼ery: she had a light load to carry, and 
easy journeys to go, and was treated with 
gentleness by her mistress, who lived in a 
lane close by Mr. Jo^elyn's. Charles fre*- 
quently visited poor Jenny, pleased to s«e 
the happiness -whicli he had caused, and 
BCTcr failed to carry a bite of hay in his 
hand. 

Charles was a much better bay than Tom, 
and continued to be a better character when 
he grew up. But if both of them had been 
blessed with parents equally wisc'and kind^ 
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it is not possible to say, which might hare 
Gxcclied the other ; therefore, let those happy 
children, who enjoy the advantages of early 
instruction, prize it, and endeavour to be as 
much superior in virtue and wisdom, to 
others, whom Providence has placed dif- 
ferently, as they are in situation; but let 
them, at; the same time, remember with hutoi. 
lity, what they might have become, had they 
|)ecn exposed to the calamities and ill exam, 
pies that corrupt thousands of children, and 
retard f>r prevent their advancement in good- 
ness. 



THE RECOMPENCt OF OBEDIENCE. 



I 



.T was prettily said by Julia, one evening, 
as she was visiting at a neighbour's : ^ Pray, 
do not let me forget the time, and s^ay too 
late, for my governess desired that I would 
not exceed eight o'clock ; and though I am 
extremely happy here with my companions, 
^' (many children being assembled, and at that 
- tlmeammiDg thcmiifehcs with different plays,) 



Founded on Facts* 1 13 

I sbould be 7ery sorry to stay beyond the 
hour she has appointed.' 

^ Is she, theo, so very severe,^ said one of 
the young ladies who stood by, ^ that yom 
are afraid of being punished for returning 
half an hour beyond the time she has pre* 
scribed?' 

^ Far otherwise,' replied Julia; ^ she- is so 
kind and condescending, that it would griere 
me to disoblige her. 1 love her next to my 
papa and mamma, and would net rex her on 
any account; and, in return for my undca. 
YOurs to please her, she indulges me in erery 
thing that will not hurt me; therefore, yon 
cannot be surprised at my^ unwillingness to 
disobey her.' 

' 1 wish my master was like her,' said a 
boy in the midst of the group; *but he de- 
lights in restraining and punishing us; and 
we arc neyer better pleased, than when wc 
can tease him ^ without being found out. 
There is not one in the school but dislike^ 
him, and we often commit faults, that we 
^houid not, were he better beloved.' 

Upon tUs^ the little company be^an to 



/ 
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make a comparison between ^he disposition 
of those under whose authority they wen 
placed; and it was observable, that where : 
gentle discipline had preserred the larges 
portion of loye, there shone the most distin 
guished testimonies of respect and obedience 
So certain it is> that lore is more powerfu 
than fear, the most slavish of all passions 
and the least worthy to be used in the tuitioi 
of the infant mind. 

The clock struck eight: Julia heard thi 
summons,, and could not be persuaded, by th 
entreaties of her young friends, to proloiij 
lier visit. She hastened home, aud with con 
scious pleasure entered MissMapIeton*s apart 

ment. 

' I ho^e I am in time,' said she: ^ I listcwci 
ior the hour, and put on my things as so.oi 
as I- heard it strike.' *You are, iudi^d 
Tery punctual,' replied Miss Ma pleton; 'i 
has, no doubt^ cost yo^ a sacrilict; to Ivav 
the cheerful party ybu were with, before th 
rest were called away ; but a recompenc 
awaits your obedience, which was my mo 
tire for fixing a time with so much exactness 
There is a German below, ^\io\«c&\iiwwi\^ 
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^ large number of Canary-birds from abroad. 
I met him yesterday, and fixed with him to 
be here at this hour, as he is obliged to reach i 
London to night. Go down stairs, and 

. make your choice of one of the most melo- 
dious songsters. Had you suffered yourself 
to be detained, the man would have beon 
gone, and you would have been deprived of 
your bird; for I promised not to keep him 
later than a quarter after eight. I did not 
ntcntion this appointment to you, b6causc I 
had a mind to put your obedience to a trial, 
without influencing your compliance by any 
motive of interest. I should have inflicted no 
other punishment, had you neglected to have 
observed your engagement, than the depriva- 
tion of the pleasure of possessing a Canary, 
bird, which your absence AvouJd have prevent- 
ed you from choosing. The doing our duty al- 
'yvays brings its own reward, by the peace of 
nki|i4 it afibrds. it frequently, nay mostly, 
produces other benefits, as in the present, in- 
stance.' 

Julia, delighted with this approbation, as 
well as the indulgence with which^it was ac- 
pompsmtGd, ran to ftie m^xx:^ ^«A.'^^fc ^x'^x>&.- 

ed at the sight ol Ws ca^^i^v ^^^ ^"^T ^'^^'^ 
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very large, and contained a great many 
warbling prisoners, apparently insensible to 
the misfortune of captivity. ^ How happy 
they seem,' s4d Julia, with wonder : ^ they 
enjoy thenjiselves as much as if they were at 
libertyl' ' ^ As they have beeil always used 
to live in confinement,' said the man, ^ they 
arc contented with their situation. The orii» 
ginal breed came from the Canary Islands^ 
which occasioned their name; but of late 
years they have been bred in Ger4nahy, from 
whence I come,* and my countrymen carry 
them as far as Constantinople, and most of 
the principal cities in Europe. I have tra^ 
veiled many a weary mile, but I shall not 
complain of my trouble, if I dispose of my 
birds to advantage. £xamine them, Miss, 
and take that whjch pleases your fancy tf' 
After a little deliberation, Julia fixed upon one 
which was as yellow as gold, with a note so 
clear and shrill, that it could not be- borne 
in a small room. The bird was therefore 
hung up in th<i hall, from whence it was 
heard in 4iost parts of the house, without 
beinj^ to^ powerful in any. Julia's first em^ 
P^o^ment afttt ircakfiwt, w«a to *SkVNl^ 
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glasses with seed and water, to clean his cage, 
and dccorate^it with fresh groundsel, or plan- 
tain, according to the season ; nor did she 
eycr omit her attendance npon him. The 
neglect of ona QAy would have been followed 
by the loss of her bird, who was a Tery great 
favourite; for Miss Mapleton had warned 
her, when «he gave it to her,, what would ba 
the consoqnence of want of constancy in her 
caro. She renmrked : ' It is common fo^ 
children (o be warm at first in their attach- 
ments, from the love of iiovelty ; and after* 
wards, when the animals they have tanned 
are become familiar to them, to grow weary 
of the trouble of providing them daily with 
those things they require.* Julia's Mrd was 
as grateful as he was beautiful : he learned to 
take a piece of sugar out of her mouth, and 
would perch upon her shoulder with tlie ut- 
most confidence in her kindness. Bat he was 
not so willing to approach strangers: his 
fidelity was reserved for his mistress alone, 
whom he would follow from place to place, 
and when she came near his cage, would cx«« 
press his joy by a melodious soii^. 
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VANITY PUNISUED* 

JLt happened in the month of March, that » 
slight frost, accompanied with a bleak wind 
from the north.cast, occasioned^ the morning' 
to be extremely cold, though the sky was 
clear, and the sun bright. The face of na- 
ture looked indeed like summer; but the 
temperature of the air felt like winter. Mrs. 
Martin was going to churcl^ with her dangb^ 
ter Susaaua, and as her observation had ena- 
liled her to form a pretty exact judgment of 
the weather, she had prepared a defence 
against the cold, by wrapping herself up in 
a warm shawl and sfur-cloak. The little 
girl, doceiyed by appearances, and desirous 
of displaying a smart new satin spencer, with- 
out sleeves, which was only adapted to a mild 
season, equipped herself, as if it had been a 
summer^ day. ' You are not clothed pro. 
perly, my dear,' said Mrs. Martin: *the 
glare of sunshine imposes upon you; but you 
will be starved with cold in that spencer. Go, 
la^ it asidc^ and put on your great coat and 
^oar tippet; you will ftn^ them comlQTVa^\!5Si> 
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for the wind is extremely sharp, noiwith. 
standing it appears so fine.' 

^Ob! dear^ mamma, yoa are quite mis. 
taken; I assure yon 'it is beautiful abroad,' 
replied the conceited girl, ' for I have been 
taking a run in the garden, and I am not in 
the least cold, nor shall I feci any incon- 
venience from the want of my great coat : it 
is so heavy and ugly, that I cannot bear to 
wear it.' 

' Your partiality for your new spencer has 
made you undervalue your great coat; but 
trust to my experience. The garden is in. 
closed by a high wall, and therefore loss ex- 
posed than other places. Wc shall not have 
walked a i^larter of a mile before you will 
repent your folly, if you persevere in it.' 
Susanna thought that she knew better than 
her mother, and therefore persisted in reject- 
ing her advice. 

They had scarcely proceeded a hundred 
yards, before the sun was withdrawn, and 
.bUck chilling clouds had covered the sky : 
the blasts of the north-east wind blew full in 
their faces, with increased force% Sw&asasA. 
irowid wjlli*igly.lAte coioea^L'wiTiaR* V»^^ 
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but she shivered inyoluntarily with cold. 
' How the day is altered, mamma,' said she; 
^ it is really much colder than I expected.' 
^ I am glad,' rejoin^ Mrs. Martin, ' that yoa 
arc at length coQyinced that my opinion ws|8 
well founded: if you do not g^i a cold to 
make you seriously ill, I shall not regret the 
inconvenience you suffer. A confidence m 
your own judgment often leads yoii into er* 
ror, and4Qay produce fatal consequences, V[\ 
^ you do not overcome it. This trivial cir- 
cumstance may teach you a useful lesson of 
distrusting yourself, and relying, in mat- 
tcrs of greater importance, upon the supe- 
rior judgment of those, whose age has givcii 
them better opportunities oi information. I 
have seen many days at this season of the 
year, like the present, inviting in appear, 
ance, but in reality bleak and unpleasant; 
my experience, therefore, induced me to 
guard against the inconvenience I was going 
to encqunter. You had no guide to direct 
yon, but. the brightness of the sunshine; a 
delusion, of which a few thick clouds has 
entirely deprived yon. Yod might kaTe 

AViuled jtowqK of my adLiVic«> ^\v\.^4)«XTw 
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despised: you must now tear the effects of 
the piercing cold, without a proper shelter 
to defend you from it.' lief ore they reached 
the church, which was at least two miles dis- 
tantfrom thcirhouse, Susanna was thoroughly 
cliilled, and would gladly have exchanged her 
modish spencer for the comfortable warmth 
of her great coat. 

Her mother perceiTed her distress: but as 
her behaTiour frequently betrayed the same 
obstinacy and presumption, she had not 
much pity for her: she rather wished to in- 
crease her difficulties, by placing her folly in 
the most conspicuous light, th|^ it might pre. 
Tent her from a repetition of such a reliance 
upon her own opinion. Some neighbourt 
oyertaktng them on their way, gaTc her an 
opportuuity of effecting her purpose advan- 
tagcously. After chatHng upon the common 
topics, she said: ^ Do not you admire the ele- 
gcncc of Susanna's spencer? She has put it 
on new to-day, and we think it extremely 
pretty.' ^ It is remarkably genteel,' said 
one of the ladies, ^ but how could you think 
of letting her wear it oivrvlqIi^ ^^Vi^^'^s*^'^ 

TOX. XI H 



12^ Juvenile Anecdotes j 

poor child looks half frozen?' Susanna hung 
down her head with mortification. ^ She is 
a heroine,' replied Mrs. Martin; ^ she does 
not mind the cold, if she does but look 
smart.' Susanna wished herself at home, 
and the spencer in the milliner *s shop, coiiid 
she but hayc escaped from the satirical re- 
marks of her mother and her friends, who 
took the hint, and amused thcmsclTes in 
laughing at her vanity. But this was not 
the end of her punishment;. she caught a tire- 
some cough, which lasted several weeks, and 
obliged her to submit not only to be wrapped 
up in her grtj^t coat when she went abroad, 
but also to wear a painful blister, and U> 
swallow mail/ nauseous draughts from the 
apotheci^ry. She often regretted that she ha4 
not listened to the persuasions of her mother, 
whose'judgmcnt and knowledge she was now 
convinced were superior to .her own. In 
future, whenever she felt an incliqation to 
adhere with perversoness to any pUn ^he had 
fornx^d, the remembrance of her cough dis- 
armed her of her resolution, and determine 
her to Ask advice pf her .mother, or ai|y 
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other friend, "wlio wan older and urtser than 
her«e}f. 



THE WARNING. 

X HE kitchen is a very improper place for 
rhildren, on many accounts. . Servants scI- 
dam like to be interrupted with their com^ 
f^njy espeeially when they are busy in cook- 
ing, or other di^ty offices : neither can it be 
expected, that their Planners aAdcoAtersation 
should be improTing to little girls and' boys, 
Ipho are bom in a different sphere of life; 
lfe69uso it is likely, that their parents werift 
Hot able, frdm their poverty, to give them 
siich an education as should qualify them to 
be the companions of those, whom the ac- 
cident of birth has placed above them ; though 
they may possess great worth and intelligence, 
for the condition which providence has aU 
. lotted them. 

Besides interrupting the servants, leaiTning 
vulgar habits, and soiling the clothes, thoi}e 
.^ lire other mischiefs to be dreaded v^^VvSsJs^sssv^ 
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"which should deter m9thcrs Avtd govcriresses 
from permitting the little folks under their 
care to enter them. Large j&res; coppers of 
hot water; saucepans of soup, starch, and 
things of the like nature j have caused manj 
melancholy accidents, which would have been 
avoided, if the unhappy children 'who hare 
perished by them, had been confined to tke 
olher parts of the house. Even when child* 
ren are senC^ivith messages, they ought to 'go 
only to the door, repeat what they hafe Co 
say, and return immediately. 

Had poor Amelia done so, she might still 
have been living ; but, unfortunately, she was 
fond of the cook-maid, and Molly was mQcii 
attached to her, and foolishly encouraged ker 
to stay, whenever she came into the kitcheo, 
by giving her a taste of any tlung nice, that 
she was using in the preparation for dinner: 
this was a silly custom, proceeding from a 
mistaken kindness. The disposition and 
character of this little girl were so amiable 
and promising, that her motlier fondly hoped 
to have enjoyed many years of comfort, ia 
i?ehi>)ding hpr^'incrcasing virtues; but one 
sMort guiwtei.of an hour blasted t\\Vs OLd\«\f^ 
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prospect of happiness, and embittefcd the 
remaiBder of her days, by the afflicting impres^o 
«iob of a circumstance, that no length of time 
conid banish froib her memory. She was 
sitting at work With Amelia^ teaching her to 
embroider a screen, when it suddenly occur^ 
red to hcF, that she had forgotten to giro 
Molly some orders relative to whatshc chose 
to have dressed for the day. 

* My dear,' said she, ' when you have 
finished that leaf, step into the Ititchen, and 
tell the cook that I want to speak with her.' 
Amelia was accustomed to obey her mother's 
commands with readiness; and as she was 
pleased to be entrusted with a commission to 
ker favourite^ she ran with more than usual 
alacrity. She found Molly standing by the 
kitchen fire, and, at her back was turned io^ 
wards the door as she entered it, she did not 
perceive that she wa* in the Very act of lift- 
ing a large saucepan, filled with boilitig 
water, off the fire. Curious to see M' hat she 
was about, and suspecting no- danger, she rati 
hastily up to her, at the ttiom^nt she was 
turning about with it ill het lMt)d* The 
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sauccpaa being extremely heary, and her 
hand greasy, the shock of the child nmning 
against her, slight as it was, made her lose 
her grasp, and the handle slipping round^ 
over turned the scalding water upon the on- 
fortunate Amelia. Her screams drew the 
whole family together .in a. few miautcs^ 
and amongst the rest her unhappy mother^ 
whose distress cannot be represented bj sa^y 
description : those alone, Who have saffered 
such calamities, arc capable of forming aA 
idea of her sensjitions. Medical assistance 
was procured as soon as possible; but there 
was no time for the application of remedies; 
the vital parts were affected; convulsions 
came on speedily, and closed the awful scenes 
How ineffectual were lamentation and re* 
gret to recal what had happened: prevention 
had been better than either. Often did her 
afflicted mother reproach herself for having 
""sent her to a placo, where it was possible for 
such an accident to happen ; and almost as 
often did poor Molly accuse herself of care. 
Jcssncss, in causing the destruction of the 
chil<^ whom she loved so well, though the 
f^'oja Tras wholly iaToVuntwy \\iV5a&\s»&&i 



tounded on Facts. 127 

of their distress, the generous concern that 
the suffering Amelia expressed for the person 
nho had . thus unintentionally injured her 
so terribly, was . remembered and ropeatecl . 
with a mixture of loTO and admiration. ^My 
,dear mother,' said the half-expiriug child, 
. ^do not be angry with Molly; she was not 
in the least to blame. The fault was mine: I 
had no occasion to go near the 6 re.' Such 
sweet forgiveness in the moment of suffering, 
endeared her memory ; and though it increas- 
ed the poignancy of regret for her loss, yet it 
afforded a consolation, which grew stronger, 
as- the excess of grief diminished. 

A ^picture of so melancholy an aspect 
should not have thrown a gloom upon the 
entertainment theK Juvenile Aiiealoics are 
intended to produce, but for an opinion, that 
the warning might be Useful to prerent fu- 
ture accidents of the same kind. How many 
children have been burnt to death by playing 
with fire! Carelessness, and ignorauce of the 
consequence^, lead othersi to endanger them- 
selves in the same manner. Those who hiifve 
never .seen accidents of this kind, cannot ima- 
gine how quickly ^ hia|^^^^?»JO^^'»^''^^'^^ 



I 
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oTcr the whole dress, espcciallj if it be ihii 
lin,as children's frocks often are; nor how dif- 
ficult it is to extinguish the flames. In time to 
sare the wearer from their destructiTe powet . 
Let all children, therefore, who read this 
sad nar rally e, remember the misfortune of 
Amelia, and cautiously aroid pla34ng with 
fire, or going into the kitchen when sauce 
pans and coppers are in use; lest, in one fa. 
tally unguarded moment, they should suffer 
a calamity of the same kind, and vainly re- 
pent having disregarded this admonition. 



THE VISIT TO OLD NURSE. 

]\1rS. FAIRBANK hating several sirtall 
children, and but few servants to attend 
them, was very glad to send little Frank to 
pass a few weeks, whilst she was Confined hi 
a lying-in^ with an elderly pers6n, who had 
formerly lived as nurse in the family. Ftattk 
was of a yery lively, playful dispdsitioif ) Atid 
as lie delighted in variety, wai Wtch p\H9^[ 
With the thoughts of his visit : the coficlusiAn of 
^est^ wihihoilr Jkow gteatly ^e ^^^wi^ 
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pointed of the pleasure he expected on this 
occasion. The old lady had brought him up, ^ 
and as 'she had been much attached to htin 
M hilst he was under her care^ she aiso pro- 
mised herself a renewal of the enjoyment his 
company used to atlbrd her. But she was 
no longer able to bear the prattle and acii?ity 
of children: her head shook with palsy, her 
•yes were become dim, her hearing was duU, 
her strength failed, and quiet repose was the 
only thing she could enjoy. 

The Htths boy soon found himself very uii. 
comfortably situated : he could neither play 
nor jump about, but Nurse Bygrove suffered 
irjOm the disturbance, and rcproTcd his inno- 
cent TiTacity, as if it had been a fault. The 
numberless infirmities with which she was 
afflicted, had soured her temper, and made 
her so peerish, that it was impossible at 
fimes for the child to please her. Besides 
the ciHitinual restraint upon his inclinations, 
which he was obliged to endure, he was aL 
most moped, for want of companions or 
amusement: Mrs. Bygrove's attention being 
too much engaged by her complaints, to 
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Icare her opportunity to thinkof entertaining 
hinu 

There was bnt one thing in the bonse that 
Frank really loved ^ or that afforded him a 
little frolic now and then, to cheer fairsoli- 
tnde, and that was a beautiful tortoiseshell 
cat, M'ho was a greaf favourite, and admitted 
constantly into the parlouif, where she gene* 
rally basked upon a soft carpet before tlie 
fire. Sometimes Frank Vrould Tentvs^ 16 
pull her tail gently, to invite heir to pl&y; or 
tempt her to jump into his la|»y by the offer 
of a piece of toast atid bntter. By degrea 
puss became familiar with him, though it 
some time before she attached herself to 
as she was not accustomed tv be handled hj 
children ; but at length he won her cntirdj^ 
by his gentle caresses, and by the delicate 
morsels which she always shared ,with him at 
the different meals. 

It was a grievous punishment to poor 
Frank, to be obliged to sit still on a little 
stool every afternoon, by the side of Mrs, 
Bygrove, whilst she leant back in her easy 
chair^ and took a nap to refresh herself. Pass 
/Twstly placed herself on tW Ivea^cWi o^^^\\fc 
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to her mistress while she slept, either enjoy- 
ing the same repose, or smoothing and dress- 
ing her coat with great nicety. 

As they were sitting in this manner, one 
day after dinner, till the eyening closed in, 
iiic child^s patience being qoite worn out, he 
saidj after fetching a deep sigh, ' I wish, with 
all my heart, that one of us three were dead; 
but, my pretty pussy, it is not you, for I 
love you dearly ; neither is It myself, for I 
^ke better to live than to die,' ^ Then it 
must be me, whom you wish to be dead,' 
said the cross old woman, waking from hen 
sleep, almost as angry at being disturbed, 
as she was at the wish : ^ what a naughty, 
jMricked boy you are!' continued she, ^you 
shall stay with me no longer; I will send you 
home to morrow.' Frank, frightened at 
what he had said, which had escaped him 
rather from weariness, than from any mali* 
ciousaess towards Mrs. Bygrovo, slid out of 
•the room, and -vented his uneasiness by a 
flood of tears. He was not suffered to re* ' 
turn^nto the old lady's presence that night, 
but was ordered to be-put to b^ ^vt^RJ^^ • 
^ The Bc»t dlay Mrs, By««ft^ "^^^"^ ^^^ 
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trord, and sent biiu home, with a heaTjr 
charge of misbehaviour; which surprised his 
mother greatly, as his docility and sweetness 
of temper mostly endeared him to his ac 
({uaintance. ^What have you done, my 
dear child^' said she, upon his rcturji, ^ to 
incur the disgrace of such a character? tell^ 
me the truth without disguise, that I may 
judj^e how far you have been to blame/ * I 
ix'lieve I hav« been guilty of a great faulty' 
said the child ; ^ but I have been so dull and 
unhappy, ever since I left you, that I have 

, been ready to break my heart; and nurse 
Bygrovc is so tiresome and ill-natured, that 
at last I did not love her at all ; and when I 
wished she was dead, i did not mean any 
harm, but only that I was weary of being 
with her, and wished any thing to get rid of 
her.' ^My dear,' replied Mrs. Fairbank, 
with a very serious countepance, ^ I am per- 
suaded that you spoke without consideration, 
or kuoviing the meaning of what yon said. 
To desire the death of any person is highly 
improper, -nay, I may say^ckcd; and more 
especially one to whom yoa owe such great 

^bJigatioas, Mrs. Bygrote took ^tc^A. c^ 
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of you, when you were a helpless infant: 
her rest has been disturbed by your cries, 
and the fatigue of bringing you up may bate 
hastened her infirmities. 1 1 is no w you r duty 
to return her kind oificcs : she is become old, 
and has no longer the power of pleasing you ; 
but old age will come upon all who live long. 
Your blooming countenance will one day be 
wrinkled and disagreeable, if your life is 
spared as long as nurse Bygrove's. Your 
ilaxcn locks will change to grey; you will 
grow feeble; and your body wiil bend down 
with weakness. You will suffer many pains, 
which will probably destroy your choi'rful. 
noss, and put you out of hurtiour with every 
thing about you. You wil^then think it a 
very hard thing to be despised and neglect- 
ed when you stand most in need of thekind^ 
ncss and assistance of your friends. Children, 
when they are first bom, would perish with, 
out the tenderest care : they are not only help- 
less, but have no means to make their wants 
known but by their cries, whidh awaken 
pom passion, and indlice their mothers and 
nurses to feed thrai and keep tkem^K^it^^^s^ 

TOI.. 11. « 
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they are old enough to take care 6( them- 
selves. When they are grown up, and have 
acquired strength and understandihg, it is 
reasonable that they should fepay with gratis 
tudc, the care which has been bestowed upon 
thcui by their parents and attendants. 

The young storks are said to give a beau, 
tiful example to children, of the piety they 
owe to their aged parents, and those who 
have cherished them iu their infancy, by con. 
▼eying the old ones on their backs as they 
fly, when they are grown iniirm, and are 
wiable to pass from one place to another, in 
quest of food. When the company of old 
people appears, tiresome to you, remember 
the filial aii'ection of the stork, and do not 
sulier yourself to be excelled in virtue by a 
bird.' Frank listened attentively to the 
admonition of his mother, and promised never 
to express such another wish, and to behave 
kindly to nurse Bygrove in fnture; but he 
could .not help desiring that he might not be 
.ficat4o stay at her house a^aiu; to which 
Mrs. Fairbank consented, perceiviog that 
the unproprloty tff bis bduurioor arose from 
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the unsuitable mixttire of the viTacity o^ 
childhood \rith the decrepitude of age. 



THE POWER OF A SCliOOL-BOY TO RELIEVE 

THE UNHAPPY. 

XT happened, during the rcTolution in 
Irrance, that a nobleman of high rank was 
driven, with his wife, to seek their safety by 
llight. They were obliged to leave their own 
country with such haste, that they had no 
opportunity to secure any part of the vast 
property they possessed, es:cept ft few of her 
diamonds, which they concealed in their 
clothes. They were so fortunate as to mstke 
a safe passage to England, fhoagh the wea« 
ther was tempestuous, and ihey came over in 
an open boat. After having escaped the 
danger of the sea, they found themselves ex- 
posed to many other misfortuJles. They- 
were strangers in a foreign land^ uhacquaint. 
cd with the language, nor possessing the means 
of support for any long space of rime?. 
They sold the jewels for a small vwsv^ n«C^^^ 
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supplied them Mith present accommodation; 
but this resource was soon exhausted, and 
they were then reduced to extreme porerty. 
In a situation so melancholy, they found 
the advantage of having receiTed a good edu- 
cation : they retired to a village, a few miles 
distant from London, where Mousieur en. 
gaged in the profession of a teacher of Ian. 
guages. Had he been inattentive to iustruction 
when a boy, they >vould now have had no 
means of subsistence, but must have been re- 
duced to absolute beggary, lib skill in 
Latin, Italian, and his native tongue, pre- 
served them from want, though they still ex. 
perienced a painful reverse of circumstances. 
Their splendid palace was changed into a 
mean lodging ; their magnificent apartments, 
richly furnished^ into two small rooms, with 
very few accommodations; their table, which 
had been plentifully supplied with a variety 
of daintier served on plate, was sometimes 
scarcely provided with necesFarics; instead 
of a train of servants, ready to obey their 
commands, they were obliged to perform the 
jjiost menial ofiices themselves. Accustomud 
to distribute /ibcrally of tWit Ut^^i ^.Ic^tvi^ V\> 
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tlioBc who needed it, tlicy were now in dan- 
ger, from many accidents, of requiring the 
same succours ; bn£ b^mg of a cheerf a) dis. 
position, and ter j affecti^mately attached to 
each other, they^ ixiddft th^ best of thtir 
situation, and passed their thne in toleriible 
content, 

A year or two Wai iSpetit in this maniier, 
almost unknown in the neighbourhood in 
which they lired, except by a few families 
where Monsieur taught. But even such a state 
of moderate tranquillity was not of long du- 
ration ; for the coAfiicts of nihid he ha^d un* 
dergone, ^*nd the change of climate, at an 
adranccd period of life, affected his constitu. 
tion, and gradually impaired his strength. 

Necessity, howerer, compelled him to con- 
tinue to give his lessons, as long as he w^as 
able ; but at length his disorders increased to 
so grea,t a pitch," that it was Impossible for 
him to endure the fatigue of attending his 
scholars. Want threatened them on every 
side, with the terrible prospect of sickness 
))nited to potefty. 

They had lost sHl hope in human hel^v 
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their ouly trust was in that Proyidcncc which 
watcheth over the natives of every c«^iiitry 
with one undistinguished care. Nor wa6 it a 
groundless confidence they cherished :' those 
nf ho place their trust in divine assistance, are 
never forsaken. 

In the midst of this calamity, consolation 
and help arose from a quarter from whence 
they had not the least expectation. 'Amongst 
those whom Monsieur instructed, was a day- 
scholar, at one of the schools, whom 1 khall 
call Octavius. We are apt to sup|)Q8c, that 
children have no power to assist the distress. 
«1; but the behaviour -af Octavius towards 
these unfortunate strangers, proves that be-> 
iicvolcncc and a desire to do good enable 
every one to be useful to their fellow crea* 
tures, according to their respective situations. 
There are a great many kind offices, which 
may be performed by those who neither pos- 
sess much power nor^much money; but 
which, nevertheless, continue to alleviate 
ajQliction. 

Whilst INIonsieur was in health, Octavius 

had often listened with great emotion to the 

effecting narratire relf^tedby li\a master^ im4 
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Xfinuy times had oifcred the tributis of aa in* 
. voluntary tear. , 

Whem Monsicuir failed in his usual attead- 
ance, he went to his lodging to enquire the 
cause of his absence; but how was his sen. 
sibility shocked^ when^ upon bein^ shown up 
stairs, he found him pale and emaciated^ re- 
clining in an elbow chair; his wife sitting on 
the other side of a few Jive embers, in thcr 
.deei)est dejection! The generous interest he 
had always taken in their misfortuneSj pre- 
senfly induced them to unbosom their ^ecreN 
to him; for though he was young, l)e was 
their only friend. lie frequently repeated 
his visits, and made himself fully acquainted 
with all their wants. lie became the principal 
companion of their solitude, and renounced 
every amusement, that he might devot^; his 
leisure hours to soothe their afllictjoo- 
The indisposition of the poor gentleman in- 
creased, and the want of necessary comforts 
in such a situation, became every day more 
urgent. They were without firing to warm 
the chambdr, and unable to procure that 
kind of nourishment, of which he stood in 
peed. Medical ad\vcQ vj^^ w^^^"5;»^\V^- 



■ '-1 



110 Juzadle Anrcdotesj 

Ifaej had no means of pariog for it. Octa« 
Tins, pierced with their miserj^ first made 
tb^r drcamstaBces known to his mother, and 
afterwards* with her pennissioo* to sereral 
other persons, whom he interested in behalf 
of these illastiions snfferers, bv the artless 
simplicity of his tale, and his earnestness in 
their caose. • 

Compassion beiag once awakened, many 
riiftcd them, and administered to their neces- 
sities. Octarius continued to cheer their 
solitary hour? with his company, and mitiga- 
ted their siilTerings bj numberless acts of ten^ 
demcss and sympathy. So much endeared was 
he, by his conduct, io the sick man, that his 
rntrancc reviTcd him when nothing else was 
capable of affording him aiiy amnsement. lie 
used to call him his young friend, his chief 
coDsolation • and say, that he wah sent as a 
blessing from hcaren. Nature at leus;th 
gaYc way, the physician's aid was inefTectnal 
to restore him--he died; and his widow 
would hayc been left forlorn and destitute, 
|iad it not been for the kind exertions of 
^hose friends, whom the benerolcncc of Oc? 
'fitvius had procured Cor\iw. 
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Thus wc sec that the power of doing good 
is ueithcr confined to age nor statiou: it con. 
sists more in inclination^ than in the posses- 
sion of talents or riches^ A kind word, a ten- 
der look, the endearing voice of sympathy, 
which the young, the poor, dnd even the 
most helpless ar-e endued with ability to be- 
stow. Let every one, then, endeavour to'do 
all the good they can, and never lose an op- 
portunity of performing a kind action, how- 
ever trilling it may appear. Should no other 
reward be obtained, than that of cultivating 
;in aiiectionate, tender disposition^ it is alone 
a sufficient recompencc. 



LORENZO. 

X^ORENZO was* a hoy of a high-spirited, 
generous nature. He often offended, but was 
ready to acknowledge his-error, and make 
amends for his fault. His auger was warm, 
but soon subsided : his forgiveness was as 
hasty as his repentance. Whatever came into 
his posicssion,- he always shared with his 
rom^)a^iouSp whvithet mwv«^^ >^^^^nss'^ 
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*s, Actire, enterprising, and con- 
18, he sometimes got into mischief; but 
lostly dexterity cuough to cxtrieatc 
f out of it. The confinement of a 
y was insupportable to a child of his 
ition: though only seven years old, it 
udged best to send him to a large 
I, for which his talents and temper 
idapted. No proposal could have been 

agreeable to him : he delighted in the 
y of boys, and in the practice of manly 
ises. 

»t a cloud overshadowed his brow at 
ig home; nor did a tear unman his 
tenance, even at parting with his mo. 
A soon as he was introduced into the 
•ground, where fifty or sixty boys wero 
ing themselves with didcront sportf, 
ure and astonishment almost silenced 

but, recoT.eriug hirasolf, he addressed 
roup which surrounded him with great 
age: ' My brave boys,' said he, ' I wish 
I something to give you to buy a treat;' 
ig a large handful of halfpence out of 
>reeches pocket at the same time, and 
7g the money into t)ic tiACist cil vV'ss^^ 
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^ but here is all I have, and you must scram* 
blc for it.' Thero was something so gene- 
rous in his manner, so manly, and so cngag. 
ing, that it won the hearts of his schooUfeU 
lows of all ranks. They became familiar with 
him in an instant. One shook him by tlic 
hand, another patted him on the shoulder, 
and a third called him. a fine fellow: every 
one was desirous of expressing his ap« 
probation. None of them would accept of 
the mouej? ; but it was with difficulty they 
could persuade him to return it into his poc. 
ket. That matter being at length settled, he 
joined in their play, with as much unconcern, 
as if he had been acquainted with them for a, 
twelvemonth. 

lie took leave of his father with the same 
firmness with which he had left home. School 
was full of delights for him, he enjoyed the 
play, and sport, and glee, which it afibrded, 
under less restraint than he experienced when 
among his little brothers and sisters. When 
the vacation came, he enjoyed the pleasure of 
seeing his papa and mamma; but at the end 
of the month was q^uite wilUu^ tci t^N».T\>. v."> 
his former situation. TV«s«i ^«t^^^^ hnnxs^^ 

J 



144 Juxenile Anecdotes^ 

that depressed Lorenzo: happy in the cTieeT- 
' fulness of his own disposition, he was con- 
tented any where. Whether at home or at 
vschool, he remained the same active, cheerful 
being. Always employed in bnsin(;ss or in 
play, he had n6 propensity to idleness; but 
appliid to his lessons with the same spirit 
with wliich he pursued his diversions. TIic 
love of trufh may likewise be classed iimongst 
his good qualities: he dis'laincd the mcannes!> 
of iaisi'hood. He was once accused of a 
fault, and punished for it, through the mis« 
reprcseutafioii of a cowardly boy, who had 
done fhe thing for which he snIFered. He 
bore the strokes of the rod with silent con- 
tempt, after having positively denied the fact. 
The master had enlirely forgotten the affair, 
till a circumstance, which happened a few- 
days after, brought it back to his recollection, 
and convinced him of <he injustice of his^ 
sentence. 

A biill was thrown with great forco by an 

unknown hand, through the best parlour 

Window, and unfortunately shircred to pieces 

t large mirror^ which h\mg in a pannel op- 

?3iV<? to it. The master^, "vexed «A.\He ^^ 
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truction of so yaluable a pieccL of farniture^ 
examined eyeiy boy in the school one bj 
one by one, hoping by that means \o dis- 
coyer the delinquent. Lorenzo waa the only 
one who h^d not yet been before him, and ht 
began to despair of success, as he had not ~ . 
been able to find out the least trace of the of*/ ' 
fender. He approached his master with an 
undaunted countenance, and a firmness of 
manner, mixed with respect, 

^ Sir,' said the master, ^ do ybn know/who 
was guilty^of flinging, the ball that broke my 
looking-glass ? ' * Yes, sir,' replied Lorenzo^ 
^ it was I : I scofn a falsehood. . You punished 
me a few days ago for a fault that I did not 
commit; now I own myself guilty, though 
by accident, and am willing to submit to 
any correction you please to impose.' This 
candid confession subdued his master's dis* 
pleasure, he not only forgaye him, but ever * 
after depended , upon his word, and treated 
him with peculiar marks of respect. The, 
boy who had falsely accused him, in ,otijf» 
shelter himself from detection^ bekig 4htift 
exposed, hung doN?ik \m& \is»il ^'^^^ '^»=»5fe'^ 

TOX*. II. ^ 
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WM scorned by his schoolfellows, despised 
hy his master, and was long, Yery long, be« 
fore he could regain a good character. 
What a' contrast between the boldness of 
truth and the abjectness of falsehood !' let ray 
readers judge from thi^ picture, which of the^ 
two they should ad^pt and practise* 
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Are published by DAYTON and HARVEY, 

No. 55, Gracechufth^Streety London, 
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REFLECTIONS on the pivsent X^onditioo of die f|E« 
MAl^ SEX) with Suggestioivi for its Improyeoieiit. 
Price 3s. boards. 

EXCURSIONS IN NORTH AMERICA, dcicriM 
in Letters from a Gentleman and his Toung CompanioOy to 
their Friends in England. With an accurate Map. Price 5t. 
in boards. 

^* The publications of this accomplished female, would 
of themselves form a respectable Juvenile Library. They 
all bear evident marks of great judgment, extensive rea&ify 
and the purest sentiments of nooralitytf 'the present is atd 
elegant and interesting compilation, from the Works of Jtt^ 
ferson, Weld, arc. The chapter, or rather letter. Which 
gives the narrative of an Indian chief, concermng the Wir 
between the Americans and some of the Indian trib^, is 
original, and exceedingly curious. A neaUy executed Mtp 
is prefixed, and we have no scruple in recommehding the 
publication altogether, as very proper, not only for young 
persons, but for all yrho wish to see the best 
most popular wrttersf on the subject of North Ai 
dicioutly extracted and nemtl') ^x.\A^t93KMX% 




A FAMILY TOUR THROUGH THE BRITISH 
EMPIRE, containing some Account of Tts Manufactures^ 
natural and artificial .curiosities. History and- Antiquities^ 
interspersed with Biographical Anecdotes. Patticularly 
adapted to the Amusement and Instruction of Youth, 
price 5s. in Boards. With a xolourcfd Map of the United 
Kingdom. 

** Aided by the publications of modem tourists, Mrs. 
Wakefield has, with great discernment and felicity, com- 
' pressed into one volume Uhe principal circumstances worth|r 
of note, which are diffused over so wide a field in other 
treatises. A very neat coloured Map, and dra^^rn, consider- 
ing the price of the volume, on a larger scale than could 
have been expected, is prefixed.'* 

MorUhljf ReviiK, Sept, 1804, 

^ THE JUVENILE TRAVELLERS; containing the 

Kematks of a FaOiiiy during a tour through the principal 
^States and Kingdonns of Europe j with an Account of their 
Inhabitants, Natural P/oductions, and Curosities. Sixth 
Edition. Price 5s. in boards, with a coloured Map of 
Europe. 

'* As children should be made acquainted with the pro- 
minent features in the characters and manners qf other 
couiltiies; and as books of travels are. frequently unfit fot 
children, on account of impto|)er passages in themy and a 
mode of description beyond what they can comprehend 
Mrs. Wakefield, with her usual judgment, has undertaken 
to compile this little work for the use of her juvenile 
fritnds. The tutors and governesses of youth, of both 
9excs, are under very great obW^^UWi \a Vlu, Wakeficldj 
-^ Asir ^iOeteat labours to smootii tVt tu^t4i«&%^^ ^€ 



departments and to render instruction easy and profitable to 
their papils."— Crt7tca2 Review^ Iht. 1801. 

AN INTRODVCTION TO BOTANY, in a Series 
of familiar Letters, with illustrative Engravings. Th« 
fourth Edition. Price 38. 6d. in Boards. — ^This woric may 
be also had with the Plates coloured agreeably to nature^ 
Price 6s 6d. in Boards. 

*^ The design of this little volume is to cultivate in 
young persons a taste for the beauties of nature^ and to lead, 
by the easiest and most ^miliar steps, to a knowledge of 
Botany. The style is clear and agreeable | the examples 
well selected ; and /or a more complete elucidation are added 
several plates, engraved mth neatness and clearness.*' 

British Critic^ October f 1797. 

DOMESTIC RECREATION; or Dialogues illustrative 
of Natural and Scientific Subjects. Two vols, with plates. 
Price 58. half bound and lettered. 

" A pleasing collection of conferences, supposed to have 
passed between a mother and her children. They are con* 
veyed in an. easy, familiar, and agreeable manner; caano| 
fail of engaging the attention of youth, for whose service tlsey, 
are Intended ; and must contribute to their instruction ana 
improvement. Monthly Reviewy Oct. 1806. 

^ISURE HOURSj or;Entertainmg Dialogues htt'i^mk 
PeHpos eminent for Virtue and Magnanl^ty. In two 
vols, half bound. . Price 38* 

« This work contains the fruits of the Leisure flours of 
an ingenious and approved writer. Young readers who * 
peruse them with attention, will certainly find much amuse- 
ment, and it must be their own fault if the^^ do not d«Nii«. 
impto foment from these volumu \ii 'mvlvuql^ ""^wi^i"* 

Guardian oj Educatlw^ Au^ V^^- 
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MEKTAL IMPROVEMENT; ,er> the Beautiet tnd 
Wonders of Nature and' Art j in a Series of Instrucdve Con- 
versations. The Fifith Edition. Two vols, half bound, 5s, 

<' Air, earth, and water, all Wring thdr contributions : io 
which arc added the operations of human skill and labour, 
to rciidei' natural |>roduction8 beneficial and entertaining.** 

Monthly Jtevietu, May, 1S04. 

SKETCHES OF HUMAN MANNERS ; dcKncated In 
Stories, intended to- illustrate the Characters, Religion, and 
singular Customs of the Inhabitants of different Parts of the 
World, ^rice 2s. 6d. half bound* 

'* This little volume contains a number of entertainwg 
atoties, replete witi^ ingenious information, and each and 
all conveying a useful and impressive moral. They are 
much in the manner of Florian^s Tales, and may in all re- 
Sfficti endure a comparison with those of that elegant French 
writer."— JSri^tsA Criticj Dec. 1807. 



A FAMILIAR TREATISE ON PERSPECTIVE, 

desired for Ladies, and those who are unacc[uainted with 
the Principles of Optics and Geometry; whereby in a few 
Days sufficient of this useful Science may be learned, to 
enable any Person accustomed to the Use of the Pencil to 
draw Landscapes and the simpler Objects of Art, with per- 
spective Accuracy. By W. DANIEL, iimo. 16 plates, 
half bound, roan biicks, 55. 6d. 

^'TbU treatise is written with sufficient perspicuity, and 
/> well calculated to answer the cad for which it was d^. 
"^ned. "^jBritisH Critic. 
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